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Our Annual Audit

¢ late the town board’s efforts to audit properly
anis of public officials has taken an 2 definite

nt over past efforts to comply with Section

105 of the Town Law. This is partially due to the pro-
gressive program of the Bureau of Municipal Affairs

artment of Audit and Control and their

i anditing of all towns over a period of two

st of each year. The town clerk’s duties at this
i -, as usual, to keep a record for the minutes
filed and the action of the town board

‘s account, He, lilke other town officials,
should ale a statement showing receipts and disburse-
menis of all moneys handled by him during the past
year, and praduce his records for audit which should

1 his monthly statements to the supervisor,
nie the transactions of his office,

In1 the average towns of our State, the above informa-

n wil show the complete story of the town clerk’s

fces that have already been turned in to the super-

larger towns, additional information and
I be furnished due to the issuing of per-

s and Bcenses because of town ordinances.

L town clerk, under Section 142 of the County Law,
must secaive a statement from the county treasurer on
i ‘mber 28th, showing all payments to the
during the year. This statement must be
board to audit properly the super-

Dy law, the town clerk has no part in the audit of
Meial’s accounts, as this is entirely the duty of

1. However, there are many ways in

the town clerk can assist his town board dur-
i this meeting. By previous arrangement, the pro-

i - meeting can be planned and the statements
md records furnished by the town officials can be

tion before he begins the duties of his office.

arranged so that an orderly routine will be followed.
Fach town official should be present during the audit
of his accounts so that any questions arising may be
quickly answered. If procedure is arranged in advance,
LT will be Saved Tor cach town ofacial as you
can very nearly plan what time each account will re-
ceive the attention of the town board. In most towns
this has now become an all day meeting, and in many
towns, a two-day session.

Llvery town official should read Section 105 of the
Town Law prior to the annual meeting, that he may
fully understand the obligation that rests with his town
board. They have a big job. We should all caoperite
in this most important meeting of the year for all town
boards.

New Town Officers

Regular town clections have been held this year
throughout the State of New Yorlk, except in Broome
County. Many new public officials have been chosen
for various town offices.

Your attention is directed to Section 25 of the Town
Law—Oaths of Office and Undertaking—and should
be called to cach elected or appointed person’s atten-

Every town officer shall take and file the oath of
office required by law before he shall be entitled to
enter upon the discharge of any of his official duties.
This must be done within fifteen days after the com-
mencement of the term of office for which he is chosen.

Fach supervisor, town clerk, collector, receiver of
taxes and assessments, justice of the peace, constable,
town superintendent of highways, and such other
officers and employees as the town board may require,
before entering upon the duties of his office, shall
execute and file an official undertaking, conditioned for
the faithful performance of his duties, in such form,
i such sum and with such sureties as the town board
shall dircet and approve and such approval shall be
mdicated upon such undertaking.

( Continued on Page 2)
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Agricultural Chattel Mortgages

Numerous inquiries have been received in relation
to the effect of Chapter 878 of the Laws of 1945 (ihe
so-called Anderson Act) on the fees of chattel mort-
gages.

Chapter 878 of the Laws of 1945 amended Chapter
639 of the Laws of 1934, which as the town clerks un-
dotibtedly know, relates to chattel mortgages given by
persoms, associations, partnerships and corporations
engaged in the business of farming, crop production or
the
production credit association orgamzed under the farm

raising, breeding or marketing of livestock to a
credit act of nineteen hundred thirty-three, a regional
agricultural credit corporation, a federal intermediate
credit bank, or any institution which has made arrange-
ments to discount therewith, or to procure funds there-
from on the security of the obligations of the borrower,

1
ile o T
ule sLveril

the reconstructivn fitance corpuration, or
ment of the United States or any department, agency
or officer thereof. These are commonly known as
IFederal Farm Loan chattel mortgages and Chapter 659
of the Laws of 1934 established a filing fee of twenty-
five cents for such mortgages and a discharge fee

ten cents.

ot
(This is discussed in detail in an opinion
published in the September 1944 issue of Town Clerks
Topies.)

The Anderson Act of this year now adds the new
language “and any person, association, partnership or
corporaltion” to the original law
thereof apply to any agricultural or fara chattel mort-
gage, rather than one offered by a federal agency.

, malking the provisions

Therefore, any agricultural chattel mortgage,

whether it is offered by a federal farm loan agency or

by any bank, individual, corporation, etc., must be
filed for twenty-five cents, and the discharge fee on any
agricultural chattel mortgage is similarly ten cents. The
only matter for the town clerk now to determine is
“Is it an agricultural chattel mortgage”

it a federal farm loan?”

rather than “Is

Replies from Department of Audit and Control

You inquire whether or not a county clerl must
charge a fee to record a certificate of honorable dis-
charge of any veteran.

There is no fee for such recording in any county
of the State of New York.

Section 161-a of the County Law provides as follows:

§ 161-a. Recording certificates of honorable discharge. Any
certificate issued after April sixth, nineteen hundred seventeen,
or hereafter issued, of the honorable discharge of any veteran,
and a certificate of honorable discharge of an exempt volunteer
fireman, or a certificate issued to an exempt volunteer fireman
under the provisions of section two hundred two of the general
municipal law, may be recorded in any county, in the office of
the county clerk, and when so recorded shall constitute notice to
all public officials of the facts set forth therein. [t shall be the
duty of the county cierk to record anvy such certificate, wpon
presentation thereof without the pavment of any fee. This
section also applies to the counties within the city of New York
For any purpose for which such original honorable discharge or
such exempt volunteer fireman's certificate may be required in
the state of New York, a certified copy of such record shall be
deemed sufficient and shall be accepted in lien thereof.
(* * Portion relates to counties within New York City
# #) The term ‘veteran' means a person, male or female, who
has served in the armed forces of the United States, or in any
branch of the armed forces of the United States during the time
of war, and has been honorahly discharged from such service or
furloughed to the reserve.”

only.

New Town Officers
(Continued from Page 1)

Both the oath of office and the official undertaking
shall be filed in the office of the county clerle of the
county in which the town is situated.

Following is the last paragraph of Section 23, which
has very sharp teeth:

“A neglect or an omission to take and file such
oath, or a neglect to take and file within the time re-
quired by law such undertaking, when required,
except in the case of justices of the peace, shall be
deemed a refusal to serve and the office may be
fillec as in case of vacancy, The undertaking of a
town officer provided by this section shall be in
addition to any undertaking otherwise required by
lagy:"
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ITEMS FOR THE LOCAL HISTORIAN

Aveert B. CorEv, State Historian, State Departinent of Education

The Local Historian's Job
3v Heseertr F. Ricarp, Queens Borough Historian

at 35 the Local Historian? He is a local govern-

al who 1s appomted in accordance with the
state law. His duties, as stated in the law, are to

t and preserve material that relates to the history
This work supplements that of the town
loes not conftlict with his worlk, for the
an 18 primarily concerned with the un-
f5cial records of his community.

Local Hist
He is responsible
for collecting the non-official records—fanuly papers,
printed material, maps, pictures and any other picees

v nave an historial use and vaiue  Acutally, tiis

collecting 1s only a small part of the Historian’s work,
but it is the vital part.

(mcial records are already preserved by the town
clerk and other officials. The Tocal Historian's field
is the non-official records which are, perhaps, more
voluminous, more scattered, and more difficult to de-
hne.

and often were not intended for permanent preserva-

They are the records that were kept by anyone,

tion or public use, but they have acquired an added
value with the passing of time—they are now historical
documents,

Those records of the past are not too difficult to
evaluate, but it requires foresight 1o select from the
present day material those pieces that will be useful
in the future. The lLocal Historian must make the
selection from this array of contemporary material.
For example, a file of telephone directories will act as
a set of directories of the community. Such ephemeral
material 1s designed for temporary use only, then to be
disposed of as casually as one throws away vesterday’s

grams of the county fair, and broadsides of local
announcements are other examples of this material that
are read or used for the moment and then discarded
before their historical value is appreciated. Tn most
communities that had a newspaper one hundred years
ago, it 1s impossible to find a file for the carliest years—
although hundreds of copies were printed
one had the responsibility of saving it.
Records of today are probably more generally being
saved than formerly because the future need and uses
for the records is better understood. The saving of
war records is a case in point—although even here an
educational campaign was necessary to impress the need
for saving the records before it would be too late. DBut
an individual is still necessary to search for those
records to ensure their collection and preservation.

because no

Catalogs of local business houses. pro- .

Private papers of the past are usually found among
the old families of the area. There they have been
handed down for generations, some carefully preserved
by their owners and others stored in attics, closets, or
other out of the way places. But as long as they remain
in private hands, their future safety is in doubt. In
a private home there can be no guarantee against loss
by fire, unintentional disposal during a housecleaning,
destruction by a disinterested person, or any of the
other hazards that always threaten. Their greatest
safety comes when they have reached the I.ocal His-
torian’s office,

Soitic of these families are glad to give their family
papers to the Historian for preservation, others will
give some of their papers. Regarding the latter, one
of the most successful of the Counly Historians said
that he replies, “What 1 really want are the papers
that you are keeping. I have a great respect for your
knowledge of these papers and I know that vou have
sorted them very carefully. The papers that T really
want are not the papers that you are willing to give
away, but the papers that you want to keep.” Sur-
prisingly often, he reports, the donor sees this point
and mecludes the more valuable papers in his gift.

Other family papers that cannot be obtained should
be noted so that ancother attempt can be made at a
more propitious time, and so that their locations will
be known for possible future use. The permission to
copy can usually be obtained and a transcription or
photographic prints made of the more important papers.

Second hand book dealers and antique shops often
acquire family papers that can be purchased if funds
are available. Antique dealers, especially, obtain this
material when theyv buy the entire content of old houses

1o getthe Turniture, and they are usually glad to sell the

papers and books at very reasonable prices. These are
valuable contacts for the Local Historian to make and
maintain,

The entive problem of the Local Historian in collect-
ing records will vary from town to town depending
on: the age of the community, whether urban or rural,
the migration of the older families, whether there were
previous collectors of records, and other factors. Dut
under the best of circumstances, there is more work to
be done than he has time for. His job is big, he is
entirely responsible for the colleetion of the vast field
of scattered, unofficial records, with no authority to
enforce his requests, and few precepts to guide him.
He is on his own, aided by his keenness for the search,
and the prestige he has brought to his office by his work.
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Records Obligations of Local Government

Officers
ArserT B, Corey, State Historian

seris-are rvmg docunrents. = They contain the

miormalion necessary to make the wheels of govern-

ized, local government cannot function efficiently.

on the other hand, no distinction is made between
those records which must be used daily, those which
ferred to only occasionally, and those which after
a time may be regarded as of practically no value, and
if all of these records are kept together without dis-
criminating between them there results confusion and
inefficiency in government. The problem, then is at

least three-fold:

first is to provide satisfactory protective

housing for the records which must be lkept perma-
nently and which must be used frequently.

The second is to provide satisfactory housing for
the records which are used less frequently but which

have to be kept for varying periods of time.

third problem is to dispose of or otherwise

estrov those records for which there is no further

t of Education has the obligation of helping

i |

¥
all three of these purposes into effect. The

of the Division 1s the State Histerian under whom
serves a Supervisor of Public Records whose duty it
is to keep closely in touch with local government offices
throughout the State; to advise local government
officers; and in general, to see that the local records
are satisfactorily preserved.

Within the last few years, it has become more and
more apparent that the volume of records in local offices
has mcreased at a much faster rate than we could have
anticipated ten years ago. It is also obvious that the
present facilities for housing these records are on the
whole madequate. As a consequence of this situation,

we have come to certain conclusions, based upon the
results of surveys which have been made in recent
months.

The most important of these surveys was made in
the summer of 1945 when Mr. Hermann Robinton, the
supervisor of Public Records, spent three months in
Onondaga County. During that time he went over the
records in every local public office in the county. This
survey vevealed what had long been suspected that
many of the records which should have been in local
offices were not there and that many of the records
which should have been destroyed -were not destroyed.
The results have been that town clerks and others have
been hampered in their work because they have had
essential
What is true in Onondaga County is true
generallv throughout the State.

If any person comes into a local office and asks a
question which he has a legitimate right to ask and for
which he has a right to expect an answer, and if the
answer cannot be found because the records are mot
there or because they are not well organized, then to
that extent the public is not well served.
starting point, therefore, of any records program is to

too many umimportant .as well as too few

records.

The basic

have available the records that are necessary for carry-
ing on the public business.

The first
are those which have to be kept in a local office because

There are two general types of records,

they are used very frequently, The Regulations of the
Commissioner of Education and of the Board of
Regents require that these shall be kept in fire proof
safes or vaults. Lists of what shall be kept in such
places have been sent to all town clerks as well as to
village clerks.

Those records which are of less importance and less
frequently used than this first group should be kept
in a convenient place where they are adequately pro-
tected against dampness, mice, fire and the like.

The Division of Archives and History is verv much
concerned about the housing of records in local govern-
ment offices. The Division's policy is to retain the

(Continued on Page 4)



Pacge Two

Town Clerks Topics

An information and training extension bulletin published
monthly by the Board of Trustees of the Town and County
Officers Training School of the State of New York, in
cooperation with the Association of Towns, the County
Officers Association, and the Bureau of Public Service
Training of the New York State Department of Edu-
cation.

Hotel Ten Eyck, Albany,

Editor: Walter E. Lansing, Town Clerk of the Town of
DeWitt ; Post Office Address, East Manlius Street, East
Svracuse, N. Y.

All correspondence concerning matters commented upon
herein and all notices of changes in office or post office
address should be directed to The Association of Towns,
Hotel Ten Eyck, Albany, N. Y.

Known place of publication:
N

.

If this bulletin should be addressed to a person no longer
in office, please deliver it to the proper person.

Entered as second-class matter Feb. 20, 1943, at the post
office at Albany, N. Y., under the Act of August 24, 1912,

And More About Records —

(From the article “Public Records

Must Be Protected,”
American City, September, 1946.)

How wvaluable are public records: What should be
done to protect these records against fire or other loss?
Unfortunately these questions become acute n all too
many cases only after a fire or flood has brought
destruction,

FEvery thinking person is more or less conscious of
the value of records and of the desirability of pro-
tecting them from destruction.
how to protect records, especially from fre.

Few, however, know
This 18
not to say that records are lost only through the medium
of fire.
vermin, and neglect.
protected from fire, they will in a large measure be
protected from the other destructive influences men-
tioned, except flood waters.

After 23 years of work, the Comnittee on the Pro-
tection of Records of the National Iire DProtection
Association reported to the annual NFPA meeting in
June of this year that the greatest handicap in the

Records are sometimes destroyed by water,

But, if records are adequately

protection of records from fire is the lack of apprecia-
tion by the average custodian of the irreparable loss
that results from the destruction of records.

Scattered throughout the land, and indifferently pro-
tected, are the public records of birth, marriage, and
death ; deeds of conveyance and trust, testaments, court
decrees, and a wealth of written evidence on which
proof of citizenship, legal status, rights and ownership
depends.
and deprivation of rights and property that have re-
quired a lifetime of effort and sacrifice.

Their loss may mean expensive litigation

TOWN CLERKS TOPICS
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A burned building can be replaced, even though there
has been a real loss of wealth. But if a record of whick
there is no copy extant is burned, it is gone forever
Therefore, records call for absolute preservation.

The science of protecting records from the effects of
fire may be said to have begun about 1910 when Under-
writers’ Laboratories, Inc., conducted the first test in
which the temperatures of the furnaces and of the air
mside the record container under test were recorded.
Adoption of a temperature rise lunit has served fo
place the rating of record containers upon a quantita-
tive basis and suggested the temperature rise method
of rating walls and partitions.

While it is hardly probable that the best in fire re-
sistance has been achieved, there is 1o coving need foz
The manu-
facturers of record protection equipment have done

further technical improvement at this time.
their part. More important now is better understand-
ing on the part of record custodians m estimating the
protection needed and providing the protection which
the sitnation demands.

Recent Opinions of State Departments
Town Crerk’'s Orrice Hours

You inquired whether this Department could advise
vou as to the hours during which a town clerk 1s e
quired to be on duty.

We are aware of no provision of law regulating the
hours during which the town clerle’s office must be keps
However, since the town clerk is the custodian
of the public records of the town, it would appear thas

opeI.

the clerk’s office should be open to the public at reason-
able hours, so as to permit access to such records. The
clerk should also be available at reasonable times for
the performance of his other duties, as, for example.
the issuance of licenses of various kinds.

In our opinion, the town clerk should be on duty =
sufficient number of hours to enable him or her o
adequately and efficiently serve the public. Such hours
would be determined by the amount of business nor-

mally done by the clerk. (7/9/46.)

Notaries Public—Duty of County Clerks to Assign
Official Numbers: Under the 1946 amendment, counts
clerks are required to assign official numbers to al
notaries public whose commissions or certificates of
appointment are on file on and after September 1, 19+
the effective date of the amendment, {Executive [aw
Secs. 100-105, as added by Chapter 844, Laws of 194¢
8/15/46; Informal.)
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State Aid for Joint Operated Recreation Projects
OPix10N BY THE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT AND CoNTROL

May a recreation project of a town or village receive
state aid through the New York State Youth Com-
mission purstant to Chapter 556 of the Laws of 1943
if it is operated jomntly by the town or village and a
school district?

Who would be liable for injuries caused by the
nt acts of the persons employed in the operation
of the project?

It 1s our understanding that the school district has
funds that may be made available for this purpose and
that it is willing to undertake the operation of the
project.

neglige

STATEMENT oF Law

Inquiry 1. Chapter 356 of the Laws of 1945 provides
that the New Vork State Youth Commission may
approve the granting of state aid to recreation projects
“owned, maintained or operated by or under the direc-
tion of a municipality, devoted in whole or in part to
the provision of leisure-time activities for vouth.” The
term “municipality,” as used in such chapter, is defined
to mean “a county, city, village, town or that part of a
town not included within the boundaries of a village.”

Section 95 of the General Municipal Law, as added
by Chapter 557 of the Laws of 1943, reads as follows:

“8 95. Youth Agencies and Assistance, Any muni-
cipal corporation is hereby authorized and empowered
to establish, maintain and operate a bureau or agency
thereof for the purpose of coordinating and supple-
menting the activities of public and private agencies
devoted in whole or in part to the welfare and protec-
tion of vouth therein, and to undertake and promote
vities and establish, maintain and operate projects
devoted in whole or in part to providing leisure-time
ities for youth or assistance to children. Any
municipal corporation may appropriate, raise and ex-
pend moneys for the purposes of establishing, main-
taining and operating such bureau or such agency, and
may also receive and expend moneys from the state,
the federal government or private individuals, corpora-
tions or associations for such purposes.”

Article 13 of the General Municipal Law also em-
powers certain municipal corporations, including towns
and villages, (General Municipal Law, Section 240) to
establish, equip, operate and maintain playgrounds and
neighborhood reecreation centers.

T\

Section 242 of such law reads as follows:

“§ 242. Administration, Equipment and Operation.
The authority to establish and maintain playgrounds
and neighberhood recreation centers may he vested in
the school board, park beard, or other existing body or
m a creation commission as the board of estimate and
apportionment, common council, board of aldermen or

corresponding legislative body, or the governing board
of any such county, town or village, shail determine.
The local authorities of any such municipality desig
nated to equip, operate and mamtain plaverounds and
neighborhood recreation centers as authorized by this
article, may equip such playgrounds and recreation
centers, and the buildings thereon, and may construet,
maintain and operate in connection therewith public
baths and swimming pools. Such local authorities may,
for the purposes of carrying out the object of such
playgrounds or recreation centers, employ play leaders,
playground directors, supervisors, recreation secretary,
superintendent or such other officers or employvees a¢
they deem proper.”

Section 244-b of such law reads as follows:

“§ 244-b. Jowmt Playground or N eighborhood Reerea-
tion Centers. Any two or more such municipalitie:
may jointly acquire property for and gperate and main
tain playgrounds or neighborhood recreation centers.
Any school board or district shall have power to join
with any such municipality in equipping, operating antt
maintaining playgrounds and neighborhood reereation
centers and may appropriate money therefor.”

Section 244-c of such law, in part, provides that the
governing body of a town or village:

ok = % may, and on the petition signed and acknow!
edged by qualified electors of such municipality in
number of votes cast for governor at the last guber
natorial election in such municipality shall, submit to
the electors at a general election held m such munici
pality a proposition for the establishment and main
tenance of a recreation system, if there be no recreation
system therein, or for the maintenance of an existing
The proposi-
tion shall specify the minimum amount which shall he
annually levied and appropriated for maintenance of a
recreation system in such mumieipality, which shall nos
exceed an amount equal to two mills upon every dolla
of the assessed valuation of real and personal property
in such municipality on the last preceding assessment-
Tl a

recreation system in such municipality.

It should be noted thal the procedure of Section
244-c is permissive unless a petition is filed, in which
case it is mandatory.

Section 246 of such law reads as follows:

§ 246. Annunal Appropriation. The local authorities
of a munieipality having power to appropriate money
therein may annually appropriate and causge to be
raised by taxation m such municipality a sum sufficiens
to carry out the provisions of this article.”

It is the opinion of this office that if a town or village
playground or neighborhood recreation project:

(1) Is established pursnant to Article 13 of the
General Municipal Law;

{ Continued on Page 4)



Pace Four

TOWN CLERKS TOPICS

OcToBER 1946

Records Obligations

(Continued from Page 1)

‘frequently used records in the town clerks’ and village
clerks’ offices, that is, in local offices. Those records
which are not frequently used and not properly housed
but which should be kept for varying periods of time
should be housed in quarters especially provided for
them. In case such quarters are not provided for by
the towns or villages, the Division is urging that
counties build or provide rooms at the county seat where
these records from the towns and wvillages can be
housed in what we call county archives or county
depositories.

In addition to these kinds of records, there are
private papers and miscellaneous correspondence, maps,
newspapers and books which are extremely useful and
which must be consulted frequently in carrying on the
public business. It is largely the responsibility of the
local histerians to preserve these materials. They
should also take a hand in helping to preserve public
papers which would otherwise be lost. Local historians
should at all times, not only be in-a position to help,
but should be willing to help gather the records, secure
information and answer questions which town clerks
or village clerks ask or need to have answered. This is
one of the reasons why the Division of Archives and
History is urging all subdivisions to appoint local his-
torians as soon as possible.

Housing the materials gathered by local historians
presents a problem. According to the Education Law,
local historians are required to collect and preserve
historical materials of many kinds which they are re-
quired to deposit in public offices. It is intended that
there should be preserved those documents, papers and
materials which will be of use in local public adminis-
tration. At the present time, the collections of local
historians are kept in town clerks’ and village clerks’
offices, sometimes in the houses of local historians
themselves, sometimes in the rooms of historical so-
cieties, and sometimes in local public libraries. It is
right that arrangements should be made locally, but it
1 important that whatever the arrangements, they
should provide for continuity in the development of the
collections, so that they will not be shifted around from
place to place.

The Education Law includes a crucial regulation
which provides for the disposal of useless records. Tt
specifies that no public record shall be destroyed ex-
cept by permission of the Commissioner of Education.
Its purposes are first, to prevent throwing away docu-
ments which may be of great historical importance or
which are essential for carrying on the work of local

offices, and second, to protect the town clerks and
village clerks agamst attacks for political or other
reasons on the ground that they have thrown out
records which should have been kept. The great diffi-
culty of determining what should be thrown away and
what should be kept should not fall upon town clerls
or village clerks. The responsibility for making such
decisions should be taken by someone else.

If satisfactory decisions are to be made it will be
necessary to establish a complete list of the types of
records which are created in local offices and it will be
necessary to establish as uniform names as possible
for these different tvpes.

The entire program toward which the Division of
Archives and History is working is one which will make
it possible for local government officers to do their work
more effectively, to serve the public even better than
now. It is a program which Tetains in the mdividual
community the greatest possible freedom to initiate
and to carry on the public business of the community
itself.

State Aid for Joint Operated Recreation Projects
(Continued from Page 3)

(2) Is equipped, operated and maintained with the
participation of a school district pursuant to Sections
242 and 244-b of the General Municipal Law; and

(3) Receives support from appropriations by a
school district pursuant to such Section 244-b; such
project may be established without compliance with
the provisions of Section 220 of the Town Law and is
eligible for state aid pursuant to Chapter 3556 of the
Laws of 1945 upon application of the town or village.
(Long Island Lighting Co. v. Village of New Hyde
Park (1936) 247 App. Div, 728, aff’d 272 N. Y. 429.)

Inquiry 2. As to the question of whether the town
or village and/or the school district would be liable for
the negligent acts of persons employed in the operation
of the project, it is suggested that if a project is jointly
operated, liability insurance be purchased to cover both
the town or village and the school district.

CoNCLUSIONS

A recreation project of a town or village may receive
state aid through the New York State Youth Commis-
sion if it is operated jointly by the town or village and
a school district pursuant to Article 13 of the General
Municipal Law.

In the event of joint operation, liability insurance
should cover both the town or village and the school
district.



Tovenber 17, 1544

To The Allepany Ceunty Board of Supervisers
Telmont, Yew York

"if%y yeart epo in 1065, Allopeny Cownty colebrated the Cesbennisl of
its firet white sotile ont pade in 1706. levt year being the 160th Anniverssry
of such settlement 1% is oppeorbune o contemplate the bepinning of civilised
1ife here, and to dissuss the cobservante of e JesguisCembermiale

falf o oentuyy sge the stery of this roglon's first hundred yeers wes
much emphegized through the eounty, and the yerr wes devoted in yeny wyse to re~
salling the pash, appraiaing the present, snd preparing for the fuburv. Samething
of thie mature should be profitally undertalken for 1946,

fecauge of $he War and our matural desive for complede slaervtien in i%,
we have not, until very recently, oniled attenbion %o next yeerls local hisborie
possibilitiess Dut with present war prespests, and the middler of newt year being
oight oventful months ewsy, there ought %o be sopo observance of the Sesgule
Cemterminl, vhe shaymober snd extent of wiioh would Gopemd upon the prorvess of
the Yey,

Cansideyuble intovest and moh rood mey abtend the proner eelebgatien
of sueh & local hishbory envdverserys Just pride would be encournged in villaso
and county and a kmerledge of thely histery, now belng so well ¢ opbagized in the

bogimming for a bebtbor understecding and a koener llsﬂ' r' the : can m of ;
li‘e. \

currioulun of our publie seheols, would be fuvbher yees

Purlng such & peviod of 1 cul histowyy cbeervance us newd yonr's IB0Oth
amiversary, social sand featernel orpmnisstions of all kinds, olube, shurches and
sehools could well tele part resalling bowm and county history, reviesing their
omn interesting yast snd piving thouphd to their present ainse

Ugetinge for specisl sddpesces, paseants, plays, novies, ninor addresses;
inforation, quizges, felleslove presentabions, exhibitions of lecsl history
mberials, mape, pittures, ol newspapors and relics could be  park of sueh enm
ohseyrance, and overy town ahould end will have ite parbs

1% was chunoe theat gives the counby's great amniversary date to Wellsville.
Joim O, Minmard's 1095 Centennisl Jemorial ldstory of Allegeny County, the County
Histery of 1875, and pruvioue Gazateors and Directories, receord Tathaniel Dike,
2 soldier of the Hevolublon as the first sobtler coming inbo what is now Yellevilie
in 1795, but othor setilers smong them, Revorend fndrew Oray, who held the fired
recorded Uhristisn seyvice in Allegeny County, seblled im Almond in 1706 lese than
& year later than Dike, and so did the pallant ‘sjor cses Van Usmpen, Tenyy Vslenyy
and Jogseph A, Hebbbus, who i3 reported Yo heve scquived the £iret lugel title to
land in Allegeny Uowrtye Thors wers other very eerly setilers in Andover, Alfred,
Ancelice, Independence; Ceneadoe and other townss

Not only the early settlors in each tomn of the counby should attract
Sesqui~tentannial sttention ub the prominent mem and Pamilies all dowmn through the
vears and the highespota of Townahilp cccurrences,




First Presbyterian Chureh Angelica TNew York

List of Menmbers

from 1812 to 1865
Following is sn alphabetically arranged list of names of

the menbers of the church. To the right of each name 1s
the year in which the mesber was united and the manner.

The letter P denotes those admitited on Profession of Faith

B > - = = > by Certificate
- F B " " dismissed to another Church
*® = "  who have dled
? » ®  whose manner of leaving is not recorded
Ex - " " who have been excommmicated

PRESBYTERTIAN CHURCE RECORDS

THE PRESBYTERTAN HISTCRICAL SOCIETY
125 LOMBARD STREST
PHILADELPETA, PA., 19147




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

fgelica N.Y.

List of Menbers

1858

1812
Adams, Eliza A. 1835
Andrews, James H. 1835
Angel, Cornelia 1860
Alley, Caroline M. 1857
Allen, Rev. Asa S. 1833
o Harriet 1835
i Lydia 1833
21lton, Nancy Ann 1835
Alvord, Eliza M. 1835
Arnold, Chsarles P. 186k
" Eliza S. 1858
o George Starr 1857
= James C. 1835
Babcock, Thomss 1837
Beiley, Dorothy 183c
3 Mary 1832
- Susan 1836
Beker, Joli: 18k0
B=lthaser, Augustus D. 1858
Barber, Joseph 183k
hmetson, Alexander 1835
Cynthia F. 1857
Be=lcz, Harvey S. 1855
» Harriet N. 1855
*  Sarsh A. 1857
Hl John 1848
Merths E. 1858
*  Meria 1851
* Mery E. 1851
®  Mergeret Caroline 1858
*  Bachsel A. 1852
¥  Bebecca E. 1856
* S=rsh 1852
= Barsh J. 1852
Azel Horss 1847
Juila H. 1853
Bemsew, Berry g, 1834
. Juiisg J. 1334
y Chandlar 1865
Treni. 1865
My Ao 1831
Experisnce 1833
Sev. Josepn 1833
Jzme: 1853
fome Werie 1565
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Bradley, George T.

Braithwait, Abigail

Breck, .Allen Y.
Betsey

i Caroline

L Elizsbeth

" George W.

i Joseph
Samuel P.

% William
Br&dgeman s Ira

Esther

Bromle,,r Julia Ann
Julia
Brmm, Albert
Diantha

s Ellen Sarah
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i Hattie Olmstead

o Louisa M.
Bruce, E. S.
Buchanan, Betsey

= John

Lh ;"’Iam S.
Buck, H. 4.

A WL P
Bullard, Mery Elizabeth
Burdisk, Helen
Burnham, Sarsh 0.
Burns, Mary
Burr » Adeline

Ann Elizabeth

" Anna

" Edwin Stone
Fannie
" Gertrude
Harriet
Mery
Yery H.
iyron H.
Myron H.
Nancy Catherine
¥  Saxton
" Susan M.
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1865
1836
1835
183k
1834
1835
1836
1834
1835
1835
1818
1818
1829
1835
1865
1859
1865
1863
1865
1856
1836
1827

1828
1856
1856
186k
1865
1858
1835
18kg
1864
1832
1857
1856
1861
1835
18kLY
1856

1856
186k
1851

1851

1860
1535
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Camp, Francis Ellen
Carney, Mary
Carpenter, David H.
Enily E
i Richard E.
Carrier, Zirzsah
Chadbnrlain, Almond W.
Alonzo W.
o Cynthia R.
th David
. Elizabeth
= Elijah
Hapnnahn
1" Mary
L Matilda
& Polly (7?)
Chaqe Benjamin
Betsey Ann
Cyrus
“ Emily C.
. Henry
2 Mehetabel
B Salina
Childs, Solomon S.
Clapp, Agile
i Julia Ann
Clement, Lydia

Coan, Caroline Antoinette

*  Rev. George M.

*  Mabel M.
Cochran, Edward

2 Jane
Colson, Nancy HN.

- William B.
Cemmon, John

" Margarst
Concklin, Eliza O.
Cook,

" George W.

= " TLols
Cooley, Mrs. Persis M.
Crist, Mrs. Sarah J.
Crosby, Amos H.
Davidson, Susan
Dean, Caroline

"  Charles
* Daniel
*  Meria

1 Mary

*  Nancy
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Debow, Matilda

Dennison, Harriet Melinds

Dey, Hannsh

" John

" M&ry

" Wwilliem
Dildine, Emeline G.

1658

1831
1835
1840
1835
1835
1828
1841
1841
1841
1864
1864
1851
1851
15828
1528
1861
1813
1865

1834
1832
1834
1629
1841
1833
1832
1833
1832
1841
1833
1829
1861
1853
8
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Diven, Alexander S.

' Amanda

Drown, Simson DeWitt
5 Almira
i Ssrah

Dryer., Thomes J.
budley, Elon
Drury, Amasa

5 Erric
oudith
Dryer, Nancy B.
Dudley. Fanny Smith

”

Fest, William
Fastor, Metilda
Eddy, Eiiza
Fggleston, Jane H.
BEiliott, Luman
kngle, Susan
Erdelmeyer, Firanecis

Ferenbauun, Daniel P.
Kate

FPerguson, Sarsh
Pish, Buily B.

¥ Tdeia Hull

' Mary Stephens
Forsyth, Edward A.
Foster, Daniel

o Lucy Ann
Frankiin, Iydis M.
Freemen. Harriet
Fuller, Alfred

% Leura R.
Mary PFrances
Sarsh
Jane
Scoby
Furness, James E.

R

Fraser,

Furman,
i

Gelger Catharine
Klizabeth

b -ully

£ Hester

= William
Gleaseon; Erastus

o Sarah
Glover, Bgorge W.

il -4ar:,r
Gould, Clarissa

- Lyvdia

3 TFirzah
Graham, Betssey
Griswoid, Eifjsk
Goodals, Eands

1835
1835

.J'/
183,
1855
1836
1529
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1835
1831
1831

Wt g g o

g Qg

Oovaakddddaaigmgidida g

U kool .«@ig

L R R IRV G TG VR G VR

oo ﬁlU coou

[ B v

(wle

o uiklt}w (Sl

"W

J



Hewks, Eunice
Haight, Hannan
& Samiel §.

g Sarsn

E Thecdorez
Hali, |
Halladay. Icvenda

" Rhoda

Hammond, Elsie
Hancock, Jehn

Hartshorn, Maria Cordelig

Hawks, Silas
Hayden, Nathaniel
Taas Sarah M.
Haywood, Josiah

# Jane

p Iydia

= Mabel

i HMerssret
Heckmarn, Bums

45 Louisa H.

= Rachael E.

2 Rebecea g,
Eill, Aletha

" Cornelia g,

" Susan
Hoagland, Ezva
Hdolliday, Roxans
Hoogd,
Hood,,
fooker; Warnow
Hopkins, Elisg
Horner, Elizabhetn

"

-

Susan Iouiga

Hough, Eliphalet R,
Hovey, Almira
n

Asa
Howard . Fanny
L Loransa
i Minerve

& Polly Diens
Hubbard, Rev. Robert

Hul'!: Lzel B. T ".?"Af—ri..;rwfm
E Betsey aufe of Hodre, &

Corneiis g.

" Elizabeth
Dorcas a4, wrfe
Laurens

i HenevS R S8 o
" Sarah 1/

. Ruth Arr 50’1)(9 e-_}f F3el /

Marcus f,
Hunn, Devid I, Jr.

i Elizabeth

"  Eurice s.

Sussn J.

Bont, Armenie
Sunter, Rlizebeth

iy Rev. Hongsr
Emtley, Tetts Jane
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Shubal
Simon 1,
Sussan E,
Jones . Amande
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i Harriet

King, Sarah 1.,
Kingahury > Lewls I,
Kalght Joseph
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Latham, Wa ity M.

Ia*.-n,‘ence, Clemenze
" e
Daniel
3 Elizabeth i
" R oxy
2 Almiza
A Roxy I.

Lowis, Mary Elizabeth

Lincoln, Boily
114

Elizabath Q.

T
Lindsay,
Little, Mery Blize
Littla;ohnj Augustus

3 Mexy Ann
Lioyd, Angelina

¥i Clarissa
Cornelig 1.,
Haxrlan Pege
Harrison
i Julis Staryr
iuey Ida
Ranson
Lockhart, Alfred

€ Henrietta
Lusk, Elizebeth

Horoea

Mugee. Julia 4,
Maltby, Murie w,
i1

Martha Sophia

e Stephen 1.,

Sarah P,
Margeson, Elizabeth
Martin, Hettie Pris
Marvin, BEliza Ann
McBrids, Hannah

2 Philens
MeCain, A3freg

= Mahlgn
Meiiids

McCaoy, Carnliiags
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Hewks, Eunice

Haight, Hannsh
2 Samuel Sa
" Sarsn
¥ Thecdore

Hali, -
Halladsy, Loranda
& Ehoda
Hammond , Elsie
Hancock, John

Hartshorn, Maria Cordelia

Hawks, Silas
Hayden, Nathaniel
£ Sarah M.

Haywocd, Josiak
"

Jane
x Iyaia
2 Mabzl
i Merzaret
Heckmarn, Buria
"

Iouisa H.

= Rechael E.

A Rebeecez 8.
H13il, Aleths

"L Cornelis E.

e Susan
Hoagland, Ezra
dolliday, Roxana
Hood,

Hood , T
Hooker, Warner
Hopkins, Elias
Horner, Elizaheth

4 Suszan Lowisa

Hough, Eliphalet R.

Hovey, Almira
L Asa
Howard. Fanny
" Lorans
= Minervs

i Polly Dians
Hubbard, Rev. Rcobert

Hull, Azel B. o7 of Kavrens
H

Betsey #:f«
Corneliis S.
"  Riizsbeth

" Doress A, wife of,
" Laurens
£ Henry De Senocf lavs

" Sarah L

"  Ruth Apn defe of S3e

"  Marcus 2.
Hunn, Devid L. Jr.
n

Elizebeth

"  Eunice S.

& Susan J.
Hunt, Armenie
Bunter, Elizsbeth

& Rev. Hosssr
Huntley, Eetia Jan=
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1856
1853
1856
3855
1836
1831
1835
1835
1862
181g
1819
1829
1827
1899
1865
1536
1828
1828
1835
1835
1835
1935
181z
186G
1837
1840
1840
1836
1836
1840
1835
18ko
3840
1852
1853
1862
1862
3831
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Johnson, Amy

Mrs. Marietia

3 Olive

i Prudence
" Shubal

2 Simon O,
i EL‘ES". ¥l Ec

Jones ., fAmanda
2

e Okis

H

Herriel
King, Sarsh L.
Kingsbury, ILewls H.
sight , Joseph

it et
Earah

- | .
Latham,

Py S
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Lewrence, Eiemenza L.
" -
Deniel
s Elizabath ¥,
"
Roxy
" i | L
Llmize
n

Roxy L.
Lewis, Mary Elizsbeth

Lincoln, Emily
2 Elizabeth C.
5 Horace
Lindsay,

ittle, Mery Elizebeth
Littlejohn, Augusius
7 Mary Amm
Angelina

Lioyd,
i Clarissa

= Coreeliz I.

* Harlan Page

i Harrison

i Julia Starr

- Loey Ida

& Ranson
Lockhart, Alfred

t anrietta

Lisk, Eldzebeth

Magee., Julia A,
Maltoy, Maria N.
2 Mertha Sophia

= Stephen L.
& Sarah P.

Margeson, Elizsbeth
Martin,

Mervin, Eliza Ann

McBrids. Hannsh

i Philena
McCain, Aifred
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. fddendum
Patrick, Cherles 1835 P
Patridge, Elizabeth 1835 ¢
Patridge, Dennis 1835 P
Platt, Melissa 1827 P
Phelps, Josiah 183k P
Phelps, Aurelia 1834 P
Aaffer ~ Prentiee, Stephen 1835 ¢
aaZitr  Premtiss, Clarisse 1835 ¢
.aizoﬂféw— Prentiss, Narcissa 1835 ¢
. Pray, Nathan =e LO3OF ©
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ot

Merritt, Ba zina(?)
"

Betsey
% Cornelisg 1,.
o Luey ¢.
:; Ncbile
X Pclly 4.
I Peter
3 Simeon

Miles. Harvey
Biller, Johr

I Sarah
o
WDATENTA
Moon, Sarah g.

fr

Niles, Jeannie m,
T Susan H.

i William J.
Norton, : hg
" Philena

" MEI:\)'
Palmer, Abijah B,

* Almz

B Anna M,
Patriek, Rachel
Patridge, 134
Perrine, Eveline
Platt, 4lviwa

> Caroline Adel.

g JOsesh

A [
o7 e

Prentiss, Biwarg We Srephen
"

Francis R, '”é.f;;,;f

" Joaas G, 2
2 Jonasg B, 1

= Jame AZ 4G ephen
< Harriet X' sighen
"

Nancy Jane @
Prime, David p.

s Raney
Proetor, Mrs, Ruth

Randall, Maryetts
Lid

Sarah
Ranney. Harriet J.
2 t.JP-Lz.i_-.:.EL -; L
L Minerve
4 Nathaniel .

Rathbun, Tuey m.
Rawdon. Isgece
2 Issec Je,

& Rhoda
Renwick, Jomm

= Jaueg

" Robertg

" Ruth

Rlce, &laricas
H 5 Tt

Lodidd o ¥

Mirs wm.

2 Mores

f

1832
1835
21856
1831
1835
1831
1831
1836
1840
1844
184%
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