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Abstract of & Deed
Deted August € 1862

Mercia Abbcott, Persis White, and Recor@ed March 3 1863
Emerscon Abbott By Geo. W. Green, Co. Clk.
In Liber of Deeds 58 at page 290
to Location of premisec: T3 R2 MR Lot 18
' Acres 38.16
Ethie A. Pixley, heir of Hannah Abbott Consideration $1C0

Conveys part of the same lot deeded by Philip Chureh toc David Downihg, deceased,
recorded Liber B at page 622, excepting there from the land sold by David Downing
from the east end of said Jot to the N.¥. & Erie R.R. Co.

Beginning at a point on the east line of Prudence Norton'’s land, which point is the
rorthwest corter of James Mapes lot erd the southwest eorner of the said Downing
farm, running thence eessterly B80.5T7 cheipns to west line seid railroed, thesmce
northerly on west lire reilrcadlv.50 " " south line Ira Tracy, thence

westerly on Tracy's south line 36.69 " stone on Trac's line, NW corner Downing.
southerly on Prudence Norton's ¢.86 " " plaee of beginning,
east line containing 3B.16 zeres of land.

It is the understanding that the Downing Family, descendants of said Devid Downing,
the original owrer of said farm, have a right to be buried In the present fenced
burying ground.

Note:

The Downings did not settle on the old Pixley farm' they settled on the Church Tract
in Township 3 Range 2 Robert Morris Reserve, Lots 18, 19. The Downings scld to the
Abbotts, the Abbetts te Mrs. Pixley, widow of John W. Pixley, xilled 1862 at the
battle of Antietam and buried in the John Hyde cemetery. The fact that the Downings

had their own burying ground indicates Xﬁdﬁﬁjﬂﬁf thet rnone of the elght unmarked
graves in the Hyde cemetery is cccupied by a Downing.

58 290
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In his effort to reconstruct the past
the historian is haunted by the
knowledge that absolute, across-the-
board certainty is hard to come by.
Like the poet Whittier, who spoke of
"beheving where we cannot prove.”
he lavs blind hands on such facts as he
1= able to get and lets the logic derived
f{rom their size and shape tell him what
nind of biidhing ne is going to put up.
If he has assembled encugh facts and
made the right deductions, he can be
reasonably satisfied that his finished
work is a good reproduction of the
long-vanished original. By dint of
hard work, logic, and the insights
born of a creative imagination he has
a truthful replica of the long ago and
far away.

He hopes. He can be certain about
little but the obvious. He may, for
instance, be perfectly sure that the
Bartle of Gettysburg took place in and
around a litde Pennsylvania town
early in July of 1863; but precisely why
it happened then and there instead of
at some other time and place, what
really motivated the men who fought
there, and what the whole business
really meant then and now and in the
future—these are matters about which
he may have beliefs but no outright
certainties, It is significant that
although historians have written many
millions of words about that batile,
the final truth seems best embodied in

Reading, Writing, and H

Time on the Cross:

The Economics of American Negro
Slavery
by Robert William Fogel and
Stanley L. Engerman
Little, Brown and Co., 286 pp., $8.95

a few paragraphs written by Abraham
Lincoln, who was no historian at all
but simply a man who had done a
power of brooding.

What we know of the past, in other
words, depends pretty largely on who
tells us about it. The dust of the years
hangs in the air and lies deeply on the
hills and valleys where our fathers
walked, and the reality that once
existed simply is not there any more.
It left a haunting shadow in the dnft-
ing haze, a faint outline of paths on
which we can no longer wlk; it can be
imagined, or logically deduced, but
no one can actually touch it. There are
times when the historian needs a
streak of the poet, who can see around
corners and under the crust of the
past. This is bad, because poets always
wind up by asking us to take some-
thing on faith, and we live in a genera-
tion that considers faith a crutch for
the backward. We want hard facts
that could if necessary be taken into
court or that could at least be imparted

to the press by the staff of a congres-
sional committee, and the historian
cannot always come up with such
things. His lot would be simpler (and
he is bound to reflect on this once in a
while) if history were a science.

It is an appealing thought. Science
has to do with facts that are very hard
indeed. The physical scientist can
prove the accuracy of his finding:
He can subject them to rigorous
mathematical analysis, sustaining far-
flung theorems by equations that can
neither be understood by the vulgar
nor refuted by the learned. The
uncertainty principle haunts him only
rarely, in an outlying province of
physics—but it is central to everything
the poor historian does. The scientist
never has to say “It seems to me.” He
knows. The historian is bound to have
moments of envy. If only he too could
enjoy certainty! To see straight to the
heart of things, instead of groping in
the haunted twilight, would be pleasant
indeed.

So, inevitably, the effort is being -
made. The social scientist has come
into being, immaculately conceived in
the realms of pure academic thought;
and instead of dealing with the im-
perfect accounts written by men of
biased mind and defective vision, he
goes to the area where things can be
infallibly measured and counted and
classified. He assembles statistics—
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this (o1 perhaps before—it s hard 1o
be sure) the hgures are fed mio the
receptive  arms  of  that  unfaihng
servant, guide. and master of modern
man. the computer. What comes out.
properly presented, must be hard fact.

The social seientist thus has devised
a new tool for historians and a new
name for the tool and for himself. He
has invented the science of chometrics,
has in the process become himself a
cliomerrician, and has ushered in the
cliometric revolution, whose tumbrels
are waiting w0 carry off the con-

-ventonally minded leaders of the Old

Regime,

What cliometric history looks like
and where it takes you are made
manifest in an outspoken book, Time
on the Cross: the Economics of American
Negro Slavery, written by the most
notable of the cliometricians, Robert
William Fogel and Stanley L. Enger-
man. The book is accompanied by a
supplement subtutled Ewdence and
Method,, which is slightly thicker than
the volume it supplements and
infinitely more opaque, consisting
largely of the equations, fact sheets,
and graphs used in various steps of
the cliometric process.

The authors claim that historians
and economists “trained in the appli-
cation of quantitative methods to
historical problems” have at last un-
covered “the main features of the
actual operation of the slave economy.”
This requires revision and correction
of the traditional characterization of
that economy, and the revised version
of historic truth must now include the
following points:

Slavery was not dying on the vine
economically in 1860. It made money
for the slave owners and for the
society that nurtured them. There is
no reason to suppose that it would
have died of natural causes if the Civil
War had not taken place; on the
contrary, it would probably have
grown stronger, and slave owners
were justifiably confident about the
future of the institution.

L‘)\l‘“Q‘].":il Gl Ll L ILE S i o
Slavers was perfect]s o

with the indusir el svsrem

emnploved 1n  andustrs O,
favorably with 1res TRETS .3~
gence and effice.

Stabnlinv of slave tamilies
encoutaged under slavery, and ¢
behiel that sJase-bree

1@, sexual
ity destro
the biack familt” s 2 mvth. Furt
more, the siave was zbout as
off, in a material sense. as the |
industrial worker in the North.
be sure, slaves were exploited “in
sense that part of the income t
produced was expropriated by 1l
owners,” but over his lifeime thef
hand received about go per cent ff
income he produced.

Far from stagnating, the &
omy of the slave-state aren
thriving, and between 1840 and)
per capita income increased m
rapidly in the South than in theres
the country.

ploitation and promis

AH these things neing so, wh |
authors ask) have the respectet
torians who framed the conventi
picture of slavery been so wxe
The answer is clear: they ignx
“the role of mathematics and staix
in historical analysis.” Furtherne
the cliometrical picture is madee
brighter by a series of “it musst
remembered” warnings.

Thus: the slaves got a good «
whose energy value exceeded that
the average free man as late as u$
it was long on sweet potatoes andar
to be sure, but from a nutriiio
standpoint these are fine foods,
sweet potatoes are actually mm
better than white potatoes. T
typical slave cabin was a log orfifa
shanty measuring about twernty
cighteen feet, with unglazed wirdi
and usually with a planked foot;
palatal, but after all “much ofm
America still lived in logicabins in
1850’.” Medical care did not alw
involve the service of regular ph
cians, but the brighter side here
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Abstract of a Deed
Dated March 30 1859
David Downing, Jr. & Sarsh, his wife Recorded 1859
of town of Amity, county Allegeny By J. W. Eldridge, County Clerk
In Deeds Liber 54 at page 487

%o Location of property: T3 R2 MR 18
: Acres 20.07
Hannah Abbott, wife of Hiram Abbott, Consideration $90C
of town of Amity -

Beginning at a stake in the west line of Downing's land and five chains south
from its northwest corner, thence

East 17.3% cheins to 2 stone on east side of highway. thence
East ata course NT73° %R ™ i
E&St L - " 3850 3.&) m i}
Bast "% T . s550° 2555 ” ¥
East to west iine of N.¥Y. & Erie R.E. i
Northwesterly along railroad 5.23 © to south line of Tracy farm <

West on Traey's south line 81.00 " to northwest corner Downings farm
South on Prudence Norton's 5.00 " to place of beginning, containing
20.07 acres of land

excepting and reserving

The Burying Ground ss now formed and the right of passing to and from said
buryirg ground for the purpcses of burial and of fencing and of repairing fenmce
so long as the same is oceupied by the Downing family as a burylng place and no
longer.

B b Res e SR RGeSl Tl e T T Ok dml UE far el Sec B el g0l gl hee g W T 8 ST T W e T e e e e e m @

August 24 1988

This burying ground is on the farm of Edward G. Henchett, Belvidere Road (BY Route 1g)
Belmont, WY 18813, phone 716 268 7838. One name from this burying ground has been
added to the Allegany County Cemetery File in the county historian's office on

Table Knoll in Belmont. It is of Ann, wife of David Downing, died April 17 1828

in the T3rd yeer of her 1ife. Mr. Hancheit was not at home todey but Mrs. Hanchett
says there are geveral headstones in the burying ground, near the bera. The house

is on the east side of Route 19, 2 short distance north from Tuckers Corners,

across the road from the Sundse Drive Inn.

The above desecribed 20.07 aere lot is part of the 50.51 acre parcel conveyed to
David Downing by Philip Chureh August 18 1819 and recorded in LAllegany County
Deeds Liber B at psge 622.
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¥rs. Leo Hulse
R D #1, Box 28

Greenwood, NY 1%39

607-478-8777
August 5, 1988
Dear
Town Historian,
Perhaps you will be able to help me a little in a
search for the ancesiry of my son.

Could you possibly give me names and addresses of anyone
in your area that may be researching DOWNING or BENNETT
family histories???

I am most interested in learning the parents of David

Downing ? and where he was buried 7

He died June 29, 1855, se 95 yrs, 5 mos and 5 days.

Where exactly is the old Pickley {Pixley) farm...
District No. 3

See enclosed worksheets.

1. am also interested in sncestry of Eliga Robertson.....

However I do not have funds for a real search, but if
you - could help in any way it would be appreciated.

- poif lero\\&.i...

Patricia Reoberison Hulse
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DOWRING

mwmawmawims

a A o 0
""— ﬁ;

6'3:‘;33‘%{ m! Sussex Go @"‘"E’. fgfﬂé-e’wsbs"r—m.* df'!ﬂ'ﬂ'n b
dand, dlchigan, at his son's homs,
tliver ludson.

. whug 3l. m;—
Paris,

Q‘; Riﬂ:& Allegany Co.

mmmmﬁﬁ?

David Downing Jr settled at Amity, H.Y. in 1810 on the
Pixiey Farm, Lived s mile from Amity, H.¥.. Allegany Co.

He loft Anity after the death of Zlise and want to live with

bis  eon Willias who lived Grant, Hich. He married twice :

atter the death of ZMism. /ie o<y CoLiler of Decels 3 a7 o8 baih
Doyt 24 ¥ Tarmho A fo 7t ac;f;i_

{lioter I found the old Pisksley mn zn pist, He 3, neay AN

MW! WYy Powel.h., Aug OO :

. Childaren of David and Zlizs (Ro bcrlamg ms
¢ 1, Zeily Cordelds Downing, b Nov 6, 1 u.!!:a
Mar 23, 1925, Hastings, dch inmlgl mv. -
- ?J%?M m.bswa. nrmasm
2 ifﬁm 1 Downing, b Sep 27, 1829, Amity, B, 4 19186,
ae 87 yrs, burial RURAL CUMEYERY, m iyman Handy

s

1. Platt Handy, unasrried

2. mﬁam, m Charles Gill, ne issus, resided
mz. Ne Almond Valley, west of Bishopviile, KX

5.

Patricia washburn Robertson Hulse
E D1, Box 28 Greenwood, RY, 15839




Downing Grautees

Daed o

See ior

8 @ & © b
Record@a Gra ivee c-m""._;or :: g_}. g E; Es.-.
1814  David Downing, Admdiistrator P. & J. B, Church/ A 456 MR
1820 Devid Downing ©  Pmilip {.‘b.urc:“ v B 622 MR
1828 David Dowiing, Jr. f.o Simor ) E 34

fﬁ 17,18

2
2
L
842 David Downing Philip Church v 13 2
5 2 R 33
2
2
2

N0 G L
i =

850 David Downing Philip Church /29 2
1858 Daved Dovning, Jr. David Downing v 53 505 MR 33
- Devid Dow isg, Jr. Devid Downirg S0 350 7,18
1858 David Dowring A. H. Downirg v S50k M 18
9
Dowzirg Graciors
Grancor Graniee
1841 David Downin Phebe, his wife 7.Y¥. & Brie R.R. 0d./11 Beo MR 18,19
11 ER

-85{' David Downin Hele & Brie R.R. E0.530
1858 David Downin wife Bavid Dowaing, Jr. vig
18583 David Dow:iing & wife David Downing (v 50
1859 David Dowmirg & wife Henry ¥. Davis 7 5
1859 Devid Downing & wife Hannah Abbott
1860 David Downing David H. Nortor
1859 Daviad Downi: g & vife fibram H, Dowring
183¢ Avbram H. Downi David Downirg
1836 Abrem H, Downin g william T, Howell

MR 18,19
MR 33
MR 17,18
R 33
M 38
= 17,18
Mt 18
M| 18
MR 3

g &
18k David Downi g & Phebe, his wife John T. Byde W45
ing
g &

AN —~

D ‘.f’} s

PARNEN]
2 A=<
X% m—%\—%.&*

-] &
00 G G L) L Sy Gy G0 LU G L

WML LDEMDAN DR

b LR,
R KSR E R
VRS O 0D On

£

A\D

1837 &Abram H. Dowiing Hirem Aldrich 350 MR 31
1859 Absalore H. Downing Ira Tracy 51 258 Water Priviledges
. 1859 Abram H, Downing Tivanm Abbost 536083 2 m 33
All of the above convayaaces of land '-.4-._‘:;;‘; in the third sixmile sguare towoship
north of the Wew York-Pennsylvenis houndary :T,.r. the second ('.Je.“) raige of townships
-~} ]

of the Rober: Morric Reserve of he _&1:.:353;* usetts Pﬂ,am ion ILands of western lNew
York stabe. Before Fsb. 22 1830 thase lands were in the own of Sogelica; after that
date in the town of Agity. ©Of 3 R2 MR sections 18 and 19 are o Ng Houte 19,
3 Corners (Frisnship H111 zoed), and section
33 on Cemetery Hil) roed wes! :‘-,‘roe'f. village of Belmont.
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Abstract of a Deed
Dated August 6 1862
Mereis Abbott, Persis White, and Recorded March 3 1863
Emerson Abbott By Geo. ¥W. Green, Co. Clk.
In Liber of Deeds 58 at page 290

to Location of premises: T3 R2 MR Lot 18
BAeres 38.16
Ethie A. Pixley, heir of Hannah Abbott Consideration $100

Conveys part of the sawe lot Geeded by Philip Chureh to David Downing, deceased,
recorded Liber B at page 622, exeepting there from the land sold by David Downing
from the east end of saié lot to the N.Y. & Erie R.K. CO.

Beginning at & point on the east line of Prudence Nortou's land, which point is the
northwest corner of James Mepes lot and the southwest corner of the said Downing
farm, runping thence easterly H40.57 chains to west line said railvoed, theace

northerly on west line railroedl0.5¢ " * gouth line Iva Tracy, thence
westerly on Tracy's south line 36.69 " " gtone on Traefs line, NW corner Downing,
southerly on Prudence Forton's 9.886 ™ * plage of beginning,

east line containing 38.16 =seres of lard.

It is the understanding that the Downing family, descendants of szid Devid Downing,
the originsl owner of said farm, have a right %O be buried in the present feneced
burying ground.

Rote:

The Downings did not settle or the old Pixley farmy they s +tl=d orn the Chursh Traet
in Township 3 Range 2 Robert Morris Reserve, Lobs 18, 19. The Downings sold to the
Avbotts, the Abbotts to Mrs. Pixiey, widow of John W. Pixley, killed 1862 at the
beitle of Antietsm and buried in the John Hyde cemetery. The fact that the Downings
hed their own burving ground indicates IATYd#¥{ that nome of the eight unmarked
graves in the Hyde eemetery is oceupied by a Downing.

58 290
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1869 County Atlases for the price of one Eagle.

Genealogies:

Maxon F. Greene, 42 Coventry Road, Delaware, Ohio 43015
Re: Capen family of East Rushford area. Descendants of
Danel and Lydia (Capen) Knight, married 1825 in
Rushford. Also Descendants of Joshua and Susana
(Capen) Delano. Descendants of Aaron and Hannah
Capen, pioneer settlers in East Rushford.

Edward G. Scherman, Box 426, Univ. Of Louisville, Louisville,
Kentucky 40208
Re: Stephen Pollard, Belmont.

Mrs. James Russell, Box 166, Cavalier Estates, Langdon, N.D.
58240 Re: James Russell.

Mrs. Charles C. Reynolds, 106 Dawn Drive, Linwood, N.J. 08221
Re: Charles C. Reynolds b, Belfast 1832 also Asa Reynolds
of Belfast b. 1803 (18307?)

Ferris E. Hillyard, 2016 Wyoming St., Salt Lake City, Utah 84108
Re: Thomas Miles b. 1782 lived in Genesece. Children:
Adrian and Admira b. 1809 and 1810.

Jane Wordell Mason, Box 532, Norwich, NY 13815 .
Re: Elizabeth Baer b. Feb. 15, 1816

Mrs. Clarence Garver, 245 W. Earl Way, Hanfoxrd, Calif. 93230
Re: Wedding of Rachel Baker and Loami Ashley, first m.
in Amity 1807.




Dated August 9 1819 od Jix ¢y
Philip Church :
Recorded July 20 1820
to
By Amos Peabody, Clerk
David Downing
In Liver of Deeds B at page 622

Consideration $183.18

Location Township 3 Range 2 Morris Reserve
Sections 18 and 19

Beginning at post standing on the west bank of the Qenesee river at the
southeast corner of a lot of land surveyed and returned for John Bennet
May 11 1803, conveyed to John Bennet March 9 1809, and recorded in
Allegany County Liber of Deeds Merch 11 1809 by Vietor duPon Clerk
et A 12G, g.v., thence

West on Bennet's south line Iy . 7O chains, thence

South on Levi Simon's egst line 9.88 chains, thence

East on Philip Fox's north line 58.25 chains to west bank

Genesee river, thence
Down said stream the verious courses thersof to place of

beginning, containing 44.16 acres in
section #18 and 6.35 acres in sbetion #19

Surveyed for David Downing April 16 1805
Articled to David Downing Aprii 18 1805 50.51 acres $151.53
Recorded in Church Book of Deeds at page 131

Recorded in Allegany County Liber of Deeds B at page 622
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5h West Main Street
Angelica NY 13709

August 1b 1988
Mrs. Patricis Robertson Hulse
R D §#1, Box 28
Greenwood NY 14839
re David Downing

Dear Mrs. Hulse:

Apparently you have seen the 1869 Beers Atlss of Allegany County
showing Mrs. Picksley's place in Section 18 or Township 3, Range 2, Morris
Reserve, the present town of Amity., In the records of the Chureh Tract
to 1810 there is no mention of a Pixley's having bought land. The spot
on the mep marked Mrs. Picksley was surveyed by Moses VanCampen, the Church
surveyer, for Philip Fox Apr, 17 1805 and conveyed to Peter Banfield
Nov. 2k 1812; that surveyef for Devid Downing Apr. 16 1805 was couveyed to
David Downing byyChurch Aug. 19 1819, Devid Downing wes administrator for
the estate of Peter Banfield. These two percels are shown on the encl
sketch as AkSE and B622. If you teke NYRIT to Wellsville, then NY19 to
Belmont and continye on past Tucker's Corners you will cross both pareels.

There is an sbendoned cemetery oz the east side of NY1Q sbout 1 1/2 miles
north of Belmont, Of the 20 distinguisheble graves there nore has & marking
David Downing, Ann Strar Downing, Devid Downing, Jr. or Eliza R, Downing. In
the county historian's office in Belmont there is & 3x5 ¢ard file of decedents
in Allegany county cemeteries. This file is far from complete but if any of
the Downings are in Forest Hills cemetery west of the village of Belmont they
are guite like likely in this file, I will check to see.

The two ebove mentioned percels, ARS6 and B622 ere in sections 18 end 19.
The grantor-grantee indexes indicate that Devid Downing also acguired land
in T3 B2 MR sections 1T and 33. Section 1T is on the Priendship Hill rced
running west from Tucker's Coruers and Section 33 is on Cemetery Hill road
running west from Belmont. I will sbstract Liber 50 page 350 and 5% at koh
to determine the location of these two other percels of David! land,

I am perplexed by the conveyance recorded at Liber 11 at 822 in which
the grantor is David Downing and Phebe, his wife.

Yours truly

&Alan T, Stone
Enc Angelica Town Historian
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Aldrich, Benry T.
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Land Burvey by Moses VanCampen for Philip Fox ed ) rs/ ev

Angelica, Apr.17 1805
Sir:

I have surveyed on this instant of lands belonging to John B. Church, Esquire, of
Hew York at the reguest of Phillp Fox all that certain piece or percel of lend
lying and being situate in the county of Cenesee, state of New York, deing in
township 3 of the second range of townships in the Robert Morris Reserve, being a
pert of the Massachusetis Preemption Lande of western New York state.

Beginning at a willow post standing on the west bank of the Genesee river, bdeing
the southeast corner of a lot of iand surveyed and returned for David Downing on
April 16 1805, thence

west 56.25 chains to a hemlock post, thence

south 9.88 chains to a beach(sic) post, thence

east 55,00 chains on the line of Philipsburg Reservation to an alder sapling

on the wegt bank of the Genesee river, thence

down said stream north 18° east 16.25 chains to the place of beginning,

containing 56.46 acres sirict measure.

« ® * % & & & & & B & ¥ B B BB S F B B B B BB B+ & ° & & & P 6 e & v & & g e w w

On April 20 1805 Philip Fox signed articles to purchase the sbove 5€.46 scres of land
from John B, Church for $169.30. Articles cancelled. Iand sold to Peter Benfield
Fov. 2% 1812, Acres 56.b6, consideration $169. Recorded Liber A at page 349.

On Dec. 1k 1813 same acreage conveyed to Mary Banfield, executrix and David Downing
exscutor of estate of Peter Banfield, dececased. Recorded Liber & at page hS6.



llrs. Patricia R. Hulse
R.D.#1, Box 28
Greenwood, NY., 14839

. ' August 18, 1988

Mr., Alan T. Stone

Angelica Town Historian

sl West Main St.,

Angelica, NY., 14709 (14709)

Re: DOWNING

Dear bir. Stone:

In response to your letierof Aug 14th, and all the wonderful
information you sent to me, which is greatly appreciated.
Now if I could figure it all out......

I note: Your perplexity by the conveyance recorded at Liber 11
at 822 in which the grantor is David Downing and Phebe, his
WilCeaes o

The only reference I have so far in regards to David Downing is
that which I sent to you from The "Robertson Family Bible".

I can see by my notes that my birth and death record of ANN
STRAN BENNET, cannot be right, b. 1775 and d. Mar 17, 1898 at
Amity, New York. The birthdate I have would make her ca 123
years old. How about that ?

ligybe PHEBE (-=----- ), WAS a first wife of my David Downing?
. Grantor, 1836 Abram H. Downing, 1837, Abrah H. Downing, and
1859, Absalone H. Downing. I wonder if these were brothers or

Uncles of my David Downing?

I also see Grantee A129, John Bennet, March 9, 1809. and
Grantee A456, David Downing, Admin..

=

Could the zbove mentioned John Bermet have been the father of
ANN STRAN BENNET? 1T seems possiblée...co.. e

How can I fe find out if JﬁVld and Abram H. Downing were
brothers? or what, =hmmmypeem .. As I only have David
Downlng, Jdr., who settled at Amlty, in 1810 listed as a child
of David and Ann Strann (Bennet) Downing, it seems like he
must have had brothers and sisters?

If David Downing Sr., was 33 yrs old when David Downing, Jr.,
was born, thenmaybe the Sr. was married first to Phebe {(----—- Yea
and had children by that marriage. I am just speculating.?

Enclosed please find a check for $5.00 which might help you

a little, also a self-~2ddressed and stamped envelope for your i
convenience. \"Fcbuhcl “TocKors Covnes on o b ] map-
Thank you so very mueh,

. f)uQ’Li-{A&L ’\j""‘p':m‘

Sincerely,
Patricia R. Hulse

ﬂh’\ encl SANie /Qb\ger \S = wQVKS\’\QQ—‘E =0 o Sy SRE P
Ih_t_f?\f{zs\ 'nr*\ wau\é _Du\-uhqu




DOWNING, NOTES pg 1

Heferences:
Mr. Alan T. Stone, Angelica Town Historian, 54 West Main St.,
Angelica, NY, 15709, August 1988.

(1) DAVID DOWNING, b Jan 24, 1760, where ?

He d. Jdune 29, 18955, ae 95 yrs 5 mos and 5 days.
Where did he die?

where was he buried %

David m. Ann Siran Bemett, D ca 1775, and d ¥ar 17, 1898,
at Amity, NY, Allegany Co.

(¥y dates must be wrong. If Anm was b ca 1775 and 4 1855,
she would have been 123 yrs 0ldececce.s. S v
John Bemmett, possible father of Ann Siran Benneitit?7?7?7?

John Bennet was elected overseer of the poor at the first
town meeting of Angelica in 1805.....00.:-

There was also z John Bennett who resided on lot No. 4129,
next to David Downing's Lot Nos. B622 and A456, near Tucker's
Corners, beitween Belmont and Amity, NY., Allegany Co.

There might be a connection between this John Sennett and
Ann Stran Bennett who married David Downing, Sre..csessssees

Conveyances of Land: From 1814 to 1859, several in regards

to David Downing, David Downing, Jr; David Downing & Fhebe, his
wife; David Downinh & Wife; Abram H. Downing; Absalone H.
Downinges . «»

In the Records of the Church Tract:-~---that conveyed for
David Downing Apr 16, 1805 was conveyed to David Downing by
Church Aug 19, 1819...David Downing was adminisirator for the
estate of Peter Banfield.....

If you take NY 417 to Wellsville, then NY 19 to Belmont and
continue on past Tucker's Corners, you will cross the lands of
Dgvid Downing, and 4John Bennett next to him.

Indexes indicate that David Downing also acquired land on the
Friendship Hill Road running west from Tucker's Corners, and
on Cemeitery Hill Road running west from Belmont, Y.

Before Feb 22, 1830 these lands were in the town of Angelica;
after that date in the town of Amity.

Amity, NY., Allegany Co. located a little south of the ceniter of
the county. Town of Amity was formed from Angelica and Scio
in 1330.

Did David and Ann Stran (Bennett) Downing have other children
besides David Downing Jr who married Zliza Robertson?%77

1t seens likely?

Alot Ofquestions.oa...-lo-:...--o ----- L N L 4 ®» 8 28 & 48 %S & F e s IE




1850 U.S. Census Town of Amity County of Allegany State of New York

Number of Value of
Dwelling Family Age Sex Oecupation Property Born In
#251 #2558 John Downing 26 M New York
Sophis Downing 25 F I
James H. Downing 5 M S
Ann S. Downing 3 F T
John Downing 1/12 M e
#252 #255 David Downing, Jr. 55 M Farmer $500 Delaware
Eliza Downing & F New York
Ann A, Downing 20 F S
Isabel §. Downing 3k G - e U
Oliver H. Downing 13 M e
William H. Downing 3 M Ptk
#253 #256 Abzreham H. Downing 53 M Farmer $500 Delaware
Maria S. Downing 5 F New York
Valter C. Downing 15 M Farmer New York
Erastus W. Dowaing 10 M New York
David Downing 80 M $900 Delaware
Susan Dayton 5T F New York
Sarah(?) Britton 20 F New York

® B 5 a4 & = & ® N4 §F & & P 4 # T 4 4 ¥ % * @ F 4 ®F ¥ & KN @ B & B K K & 4 4 @ 5 @€ 3 s S 2 ¥ - .

1855 New York Census Town of Amity County of Allegany

Dwelling Constr. Family Age Sex Relationship Born In Yeavrs Here Oeccupation
# 91 Iog  #99 John D. Downing 32 M Allegany Co. 32 Farmer
Sophies Downing 29 F Wife Allegany Co. 29
James H. Downing 10 M Chiid Aliegany Co. 10
Ann S. Downing 8 F chilad Allegany Co. 8
Sylwvapnus &. Dowvning 4 M Child Allegany Co. =4
levi L. Downing 1M chiid Allegany Co. 1

- . - - * ] - . - » - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - L] - d - > - - - - - - .

#119 Frame $131 fbraham Downing 55 Delaware State 50 Farmer

H
Maris S. Downing 53 F VWife Hew Jersey 37
Walter C. Downing 20 M Child  Allegany County 20
Erastus W. Downing 15 M Child Allegany County 15
David Downing 8% M Fgther Delaware 50 Farmer
Huld=h Buftoon 7 F Adopted Allegany County 7
#121 Framef133 Devid Downing, Jr. S0 M Delaware S0 Farmer
Sarash Downing AT P Wife Allagany County &7
Oliver Downing 18 M Child  Allegeny County 18
William Downing 8 M Chilg Allegany County &8
Ann Newton 12 F Stepchild Allegany County 12

2 & 8 8 = ® ® 9 5 3 @4 € # * 2 4 € ¢ T 4 4 S € % €& F W S S ® * S B B & =B B 9 e & »p T W 2 s 9" 2

(Census taken  June 1855)
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Minard's History of Allegany and Its Pecple

Town of Amity

pege kkk
£mos Goodspeed, Stephen Cole, Nathaniel Goodspeed, Harry Davis, Arno @ HiTl
. Jacob Mannirng becsme set lers along from 1805 and 1806, and, from thet time o
1812 Bethan Wright, John Gali, Devid Downing, Jeffrey Horne, Abram Aldrich and Ievi
Simons became permenent getilers.

pege 57

The Methodist Episcopal Society was orgenized Jan. 15 183k, The edifice wes
erected in 1836. The building committee consisted of the following: Henry Sortore,
wWalter Cbhurck, Aaron E. May, Hiram B. Whitcorb, and David Downing Jr.
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(3) DANIEL ROBERTSON, JR. (Daniel-2 Daniel-l) son of Demiel
and Susannzh (Robertson) Robertson, was b. July 22, 1775, at
Coventry Town, Comn., d. ca 1350 ca 74 yrs old, probably
buried near Weedsport, NY.

Deniel m. Apr 10, 1796, at Pirst Church, Coveniry, Commn., %o
Ameliz Jaynes (Janes) of Pitisfield, Mass. She was b. Jan z |

~177% (Vermont or Connecticut ?%). 3he d. 1848 at Arkpori, NY.
In Surns Cemetery records:-- { < ohecin

AMSLIA, wife of Daniel Robertson, ) v
b » l ?‘:}8 ,."(‘{)
d. Peb 28, 1818, ae 70 yrs.{

~sAmelia was about 18 when she married Daniel. She probably
belonged to the Janeg family of Coventry.

In 1796, they resided at Uswego, then Scholarie {Scholarie was
not organized till 1847~ probably Oneids Co.); and possibly in
Marcellus.

In 1821 the family came %o Arkport, WY. Resided for s Short
time with William Howe on North Hill, Almond.

Removed %o Amity, NY for about 5 yrs and abt 1810 back to
Uswego Co.

Adeiine, a daughter recalls going to school in the Adel District.

Deeds in Absiract Form.

Uneida County Clerk's Uffice, Utica, NYi-

Deed dated Dec 27, 1813 - Daniel Robhertson & Amelia his wife
of Paris, Oneids Co., N.Y. to
FPeter Weber of Paris, Oneida Co.

Deed dated Dec 27, 1813 - Daniel Robertison & Amelia his wife
of the town of Paris, Oneida Co., %o
Stephen Savage of same D18CC.ccecacs

Children of Daniel and Ameliz (Jaynes) Robertson:-

1. Daniel, b 1796; m. Eliza Pilden

2. Phimelia, b 1798; m. William Howe

3. Susan, b. » . (1st) Nathan Nelson, (2nd) Nathan Drury

4, Theodosia, m. (1st) Joseph Perry; m. (2nd) David Chambers.

5. Hathan, m. Matilda Jones

6. Eliza Roberison, b 8-31-1807, Paris, NY; m. DAVID DOWNING.

7. Clarissa m. Michael Delaney on Howe Hill (North Hill).
moved to Michigan and had three sons.

8. Oliver Robertson, b 7-10-1812; m. AMY WILTSE

9.“Emily, m. Oswego, NY, Peter Adel

10. Charleotte, m, (ist) Reuben Pierce; m. (2nd) Wormuth.

11. Adeline, b. 1818; m. Adam Zelif?

12. Laura, b. 1820; m. Charles Smith.

SﬂHNEXTPAG%-;..»......&..--. ----------- .
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(&) DANIEL ROBERTSON (Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-1) son
Daniel and Amelia {Jaynes) Robertson, b. 1798, removed
Chio with his son Norman, and d. there.

He m. when well along in yrs to Eliza Tilden of Vermont, he
sold his fruit farm near Uswege and moved to Arkpers, NT.,
residing with different relatives for a time.

Child of Daniel and Eliza (Tilden) Robertson:-

1. Norman, went to Michigan or Ohio.

(4) PHIMELIA ROBERTSON (Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-l), b. Uect 15,

1790, d. Dec 2, 1880.

She m. Marl4d, 1819 to William Howe, b. July 3, 1795, d. M=r. 6,

1870 at Almond, NY.

The Howes moved on North Hill on the farm where Edwin Wiltse

Robertson later 1lived.

Daniel Robertson Jr., came from Oswegc with the Howes and

bought what is now the William Fllis farm, but sold out and

a went back tc Oswego.

@illism Howe was reputed to have been the first settler on what

is known as Horth Hill, Almond, NY, having located in 1818 on

a farm on the Bsiley Hill Road. He d. Har 6, 1870, was buried

in the cemetery on Bailey Hill.

Children of William and Phemilia (Robertison) Howe.

1. Sophronia Howe, b 1-1-1820; d. 11-30-18&5, typhoid.

2. Betsey Howe, b 7-27-1821; d. 11-3-18435, typhoid.

3. Hiram Howe, b 1-16-1832; d. 9-28-1845, Hiram sold monuments,
attended a funeral and supposedly caught typhoid fever & died.

0
8 W

After the death of thelr three children the HOWES took Sophrcnia
DOWNING and sdwin ROBERTSON to live with them. The farm was
later given to Sophronia and Zdwin 777

(4) SUSAN ROBERTSCH (Daniel-3 Daniel-2 baniel-l), b. ? and

d. ca 1895. When she was 15 yrs she m. (lst) Nathan Nelson; m

{(2nd) Nathan Drury.

Children of Nathan and Susan {Robertson) lNelson:-

1. William Nelson, married, was killed by kick from g horse.
Father of 1 boy and 2 girls.

2. Nathan Nelson, married, Sook a gown. land grant in Nebraskz?

3. Truman Helson, married, and ran away from home.

4, Bliza Helson, m. James Colby, moved to Ohioc ¢

g. Harriet Helson, m. to Mr. Hall, resided near Hamnnibal, K}

B

Children of Nathan and Susan (Robertson) Drury:-
6. John Drury, d. a young man
7. Viclette Drury, m. Hr. Hawes.

(%) THEODOSIA (HARRIET) ROBERTSON (Daniel-3 Daniel 2-1)b. 7;
m., Joseph Perry in Owego, NY. He d. Zrie, Pa. She m. (2nd)
David Chambers. OChild of Joseph & Theodosia Perry:- Electa
Perry, m. a Postmaster at Wesleyville, Pa.

Children of David and Theodosia (Robertson) Chambers:

2. Robertson Chambers, married, in Civil War

3. Eliza Chambers

4, Martha Chambers

5. John Chambers, resided near Erie, Pa.

6}-
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(4) NATHAN ROBERTSON, {Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniei-1)

{REFERENCH: -
Aug. 1988, from Hartsville Huseum, Burns Cemetery Records:
Nathan Bobertsen, d. Nov 29, 1853, ae 53
father
Matilda Robertson Willisms, d. Sept 2, 1887, ae 79 yrs
mothey
Robertson...-
Philmelia, 4. Feb 19, 1834, ae 4 yrs
Juliett, 4. June 12, 1842, infant daughter of above....)
PeW.r.h.
Nathan was b. eca 1800 and m. Matilda Jones, of DOTY's CORNERS,
RY.
Children of Nathan znd Matilda (Joneg) Roberison:-
1. Welsh Roberison, d. ca 1907; m. iliss Crandall of
Burns, NY. Resided Chio. Childrens

1. Addie
2. Lay
3. Iuaiu
2. varaheitte Roberison, m. Aaron lcConnell, resided HEOWARD, WY
Chns: -

l. Charles McComnnell
2. Fred McConnell
3. Bert McConnell
L, Walter ¥cConnell
3., Helen Robertson, married and had 2 sons«.,..
4, Juliette, d. when very young
5. Infant son
6. Ber:t Roberisen, m. Hiss Preston, resided Hornell, no ch

(4) ELIZA ROBERTSCN (Dan1el—3 Janlal-z Daniel-1), b. Aug 31
1807, Paris, NY., Oneida Co; and d. Oct 15, 1850 at Amily, NY.
Allegany Countiy. Where is Eliza Robertison Downing buried 227

Eliza m. Nov. 12, 1826 at Angelica, N.Y., to DAVID DOWNING, son
of DAVID DOWNING SR. David was b. Mar 25, 1795, Sussex Co.,
Delaware; d. Apr 28, 1891, Ashland, Mich. (Robertiscn Family
Bible).

DAVID DOWNING, SR. b. Jan 24, 1760, where ?

son of 7

He 4. June 29, 1855, ae 95 yrs, 5 mos, 5 days, at 7 where was
he buried 7

David Downing Sr., m. Ann Stran Bennett (Bemmet), b ca 1??5 (7)
date can't be right? Ann 4 Mar 17, 1898 at Amity, NY

Allegany Co. Who were her parents 7%

DAVID DOWHING JR setbled at Amity, NY in 1810, on the Pixiey
Farm. Lived g mile from Amity, Allegeny Co. He left Amity
after the death of £liza in 1850 and went to live with his son
William in Grant, Hichigan.

David married iwice after the death of Eliza.
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They used to have hangings in Angelica, NY. A man named Howe
was hanged there for murder. David Downing and his wife Eliza
witnessed the execution.

Elizz Robertson and Oliver Roberison were gsister and brother
snd their children inter-married: Isabelle of Eliza and Edwin
of Oliver.

Children of David and Eliza (Robertson DOWNING:-

1. Emily Cordelia Downing, b Nov 6, 1527, Angelica, NY; d. Mer
23, 1925, Hastings, Mich., bur Hiekory Courners, Mich.; m.
3-1-1848, Amity, NY to John Mellhenny. Resided Hastings, Mieh.
He was in Civil War, returned asnd d. at home 1884, Jan 7th.
He was b. Sept 8, 1820, Dryden, OY Children:

1. Minnie licElhenny, 12-21-1856; m. Anson NOBLES, m. {(2nd)
Milton Nobles, resided (Grandville, :iich.

2. Isabelle Mellhenny, b 4-14-1859; m. Frank Pancoast,
regided Hastings, Hich.

2. Ann Amelis Downing, b Sept 27, 1829, Amity, WY; m. Lyman
Handy. Resided NORTH ALMOND VALLEY, west of Bishopville,

NY. Ann 4 at age 87 in Hormell, NY, buxr. Rural Cemetery.
Children: -

1. Platt Handy, d. unmarried

2. Fance Handy, #M. Charles Gilil, resided Hornell, WY., no chn.

3, Isgbelle Sophronia Downing, b Sept 7, 1833, Amity, NY; m.
Edwin Roberitson

{See Robertson Family History, Fifth Generation)

4. Oliver Hudson Downing, b Feb 21, 1837, Amity, NY; 4 lMar 1880,
Ashlend, Mich., unmarried.

5. William Howe Downing, » May 7, 1847, Amity; m. Ann Longour.
Regided Grant, Mich.

(4) OLIVER ROBERTSON (Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-1) b July 10,
1812, Paris, WY, Uneida Co; & Oct 10, 1847, buried at Burns,NY

Oliver m. May 8, 1836 st Hannibal, NY, Oswego Co., Amy Wilise
dau of Benjamin and Rebecca (¥es=mes (Vorhes) Wiltse. Amy was
b Har 14, 1814, Hannibal, NY¥; 4. Dee 1878, Canaseraga, NY.
(The maps place Paris in Oneida Co., south of Uticz and a
parish about 26 miles east of Oswego.)

Oliver moved to ARKPORT, WY, and lived on GAK HILL on the James

McWoolever farm. He later traded with Nathan for a farm in

BURNS , RY.

Children of Oliver and Amy (Wiltse) Robertson:=-

1. Bdwin Wiltse Roberison, b Sept 5, 1838; m. LISABELLS
SOPHRONIA DOWHING.

{See Robertson rFamily History ~ Fifth Generation)

(&) EMILY ROBERTSON, (Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-1), born 7: m.
Peter Adel, Uswego, NY. Removed vo Arkport, eveniually back to
Oswego. Children of Peter and Emily (Robertson) Adel:-
1. Emiline Adel, m. Mr. Pulver, resided Uswegc
2. BEdith Adel, m. E4d Wilder, resided beitween Uswego & Hannibal.
3, Ellen Adel
4. Joseph Adel
g. William Adel,

. Anna Adel.
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(4) CHARLOTPE ROBERTSON (Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-1) born 7

m. (lst) Reuben Pierce, and (2nd) lir. Wormuth, a widower

with 6 chn. Uoved to Baldwinsville, NY. Perhaps had Amelia

by 2nd hushand.

Children of Charlotte Roberitson and Reuben Plerce:-

1, Bvelyn Pierce, m. Mr., Smith, lived Auburn, NY. Two chn:
Frank and Anna

2. Charles Pierce, married, had a large family. Resided in
Stone House at IRA CORHERS, Oswego, HY, until he died.

3. Rosetta Pierce, m. had one child.

3‘{:’1 fiﬂlelia, Eia x:-fl’. Siﬂi'bh.

{#4) ADELINE ROBERTSON, (Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-2) b. Nov 23,
1818, Uswego, NY; d. Aug 9, 1913, ARKPORT, NY.

She m. ca 1847 to Adam Zeliff, son of Joseph & Mary (Gilger)
Zeliff. Adam was b Dec 25; d. Apr 20, 1883, Arkport, NY.

Adam and Adeline bought out the heirs and settled on the home
farm at OAK HILL, abt a mile northeast of ARKPORT (Albert
Bilis Place), more recently owned by Charles Lawrence, and son
Fred.

For abt & yrs Adeline cared for her mother, Amelia, in the old
log house just above the frame house which Oliver Robertson
built on what was later known as the James HelWolever farm on
CAK HILL.

Adeline's parents Daniel and Amelia (Jaynes) Robertson, Jr.,
both lived till after Adelines marriage. Amelis died at the
home of Laura (lMrs. Charles Smith), her daughter. Laura re-
sided in Arkport and Amelia was buried in Burns cemetery.

(from Robertson Family Bible and Burns Cemetery Records,p.w.r.h.)

Children of Adam and Adeline (Roberison) Zeliff:-

1. Pred Zeiiff, b Arkport; m. a Zimmerman of Kanona, NY. He
went to sea and was nmissing sinee ca 1390.

2. Emma B. Zeliff, b July , 1850; probably 4. ¥ar 5, 1878 of
consumption/.

3. Harriet Amelia Zeliff, b Mar 6, 1852; d May 22, 1900, ARKPORT,
NY. She m. May 9, 1877, William Major Hurlburt, son of John
and ¥ary Hurlburt, one of Arkpori's most enterprising men.

A farmer and coal merchant of Arkport. After Harriet d. he
m. 2nd 9-2-1903, Alice Barber, no chn. Wm and Harriet Hurlburt
had 3 chn.: Floyd, George and John Hurlburt.

4, Floyd Zeliff, went to sea and did not return...

(4) LAURA ROBZRTSON (Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-l) youngest child
of Daniel and Amelia (Jaynes) Robertson, was b. Feb 6, 1820, and
g 1906, Arkport, N.Y. She m Charles Smith, resided
Arkport. Children:-

1. Helen Smith, m. Mortimer Wilcox., resided near Swain, no chn.
2. Charles Smith, m. liss Coburn. Three chn.

3, Bveline Smith, m. Jacob Liegel, resided Arkport, no chn.

B e el Rl p—p——

compiled Aug. 1938,
by p.w.r.h.
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(5) EDWIN WILTSE ROBERTSON (Oliver-4 Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-1)
Only surviving child of Cliver and Amy (Wiltse) Robertson, was
b Sept 5, 1838, SOUTH DANSVILLE, NY, Livingston Co., and & July
2, 1886, Waldo, Florida, 2e 48 yrs 9 mos and 27 days. (Grave-
stone - "A good name is rather to be Chosen than Great Riches.)

Edwin m Mar 23, 1862, ALMOND, NY to ISABELLE SOPHRONIA DOWNING,
daughter of David and Eliza (Robertson) Downing.

Isabelle Sophronia Downing (Eliza-4 Daniel-3 Daniel-2 Daniel-1)
Isabelle was b Sept 7, 1833, Amity, NY., Allegany Co., d June
9, 1914, Hornell, BY., Steuben Co.

In 1851 when Isabelle was 18 yrs old she commenced teaching
school. She was a very successful teacher for 10 yrs, her
career ending when she met and married Edwin Roberison.

(I wonder where she taught school ?)

In 1862 they lived on their Uncle Howe's farm and took care of
him and his wife, Aunt Phimelia, as long as they lived.

In Dec of 1885, Edwin and Isabelle moved to Waldo, Fla. BEdwin
q 7-2-1886. Edith passed away on July 4, 1886, and Bertha 4.
Aug 16, 1836,

in April of 1887, Isabelle and Charlie returned to their home

in ¥orth Almond, NY. Mrs. Robertson had inherited the sixty

acres which her Uncle Howe owned and the rest, a lititle over

90 acres had been bought by Edwin. They lived on the farm a
munmber of vears.

When Mrs. Robertson was a young lady she united with the Methodist
Church of which she was worthy member for many years.

In 1891, after Charlie's marriage, Isabelle, let him have the

uge of ner property and she earned her living by nursing the
sick and taking a few boarders.

One child survived of this marriage...scccecececs

{6) CHARLES ARTHUR ROBERTSON (Edwin-5 Oliver-4 Daniel-3 Daniel-2
Daniel-l1), was b Oct 3, 1863, South Dansville, NY.; d July 25,
1945, Hornmell, KY.

Charles Arthur m. (1st) Jan 7, 1891, Almond, NY., to Jennie

%ﬂg%%%ggﬁ%qu, daughter of Squire John and Martha Adelaide
Bl Bailey of Almond. Jennie was b Feb 24, 1871 ,Almond

and d Oet 20, 1935, Hornell, BY.
He m. (2nd) Margaret Walker Weber, no children.

Parents of an only child: HAROLD AUBREY ROBERTSON, who m.
Dorothy Zloise Thompson. Robertson Funeral Home, 40 Main St.,

Hornell, N.Y. (1910-197_)
Robertson Funeral Home continues under their son Charles Harold

Robertson, Genesee 5t., Hornell, NY.




