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Letters link Jefferson to a New York wife
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Louis Marie was a cousin and close friend of the Marquis de Lafayette. He had
fought for American independence with French and German forces at
Yorktown. After returning to France, he proposed a dissolution of aristocratic
titles and privileges. Even so, it was not enough for the Rebels during the
Reign of Terror of the French Revolution. He left again for America, probably
hoping to protect his family in this way, but his wife, parents, and several
other family members, men, women, and children were guillotined in 1794.

There is no doubt John and Angelica Church were also influential in bringing
members of three French aristocratic families to Angelica, NY during and after
France’s bloody Revolution in which about 25,000 Frenchmen were executed,
mostly by the Guillotine, called “the National Blade”. The Hyde de Neuvilles,

the DuPonts, and the D’Autremonts all bought properties in Angelica from
Philip Church in the early 1800’s.




Liancourt was a social reformer but also close to King Louis XVI
to his father’s position as Grand Master of the Royal Wardrobe. Two days

due

before the storming of the Bastille, the King told Liancourt he thought there

would be a revolt. Liancourt responded, no, it will be a Revolution. Two days
later on July 14, 1789 the French Revolution began.

He tried to help the King escape but failed. By 1792, Liancourt he knew he
was in danger of execution and left for England. In 1794, he emigrated to the

United States with Angelica Church's assistance. He traveled through western
New York and parts of Canada, and later returned to France.
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There is no doubt John and Angelica Church were also influential in bringing
of three French aristocratic families to Angelica, NY during and after

Erance’s bloody Revolution in which about 25,000 Frenchmen were executed,
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