Boundaries of Allegany County, NY
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‘Tracts in the Massachusetts Preemption Lands - 1800 -
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The New York-Pennsylvania boundary starts at the point where the 42nd
parallel of north latitude crosses the Delaware River and runs,on the
parallel , west to a meridian passing through the western extremity of
Lake Ontario. In 1785-86 the line was run west to the 90th milestone.
At the 82nd milestone the Massachusetts Preemption Line starts north

toward Iaske Ontario.
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The Preemption Line divided the land between the state of New York and

the commonwealth of Massachusetts as a2nd when the Indian title was
extinguished. Title to land west of the Preemption Line was to go %o
Massachusetts, agreed upon by New York and Massachusetts at Hartford

in 1786.

The Seneca Nation gave up title in 1788 only to land east of the
confluence of Genesee River and Canaseraga Creek. The line from this
point directly south to the Pennsylvania boundary was called the
Indian Line. Land between the Preemption and the Indian lines was
sold by Massachusetts to Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham. A twelve
mile wide strip of land west of the Genesee River was also given up
by the Seneca as payment for a sawmill for the Indians at what is now

Rochester.

From Indian Line westward, except for the above Millyard Tract, the
Seneca sold all of western New York to Robert Morris, who had bought

Massachusetts' preemption rights. Within this area a further exception

was the land promised to the Indians for reservations. September 1797.

Morris sold all of his land except a 500,000 acre twelve mile wide strip
along the Genesee River to Holland Land Company. The line separating the
Morris Reserve and Holland Company lands was run in 1798 by Joseph and
Benjamin Ellicott and was called the Eastern Transit Meridisn Line. The

line starts at Pennsylvania boundary 12 miles west of Indien Line and

to lLake Ontario.
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The land in townships 1,2,3,4,5,6 of the 7th (west)
range of townships of the Phelps and Gorham
Purchase became part of Allegany County March 11 1808.
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The Tracts and Townships in Allegany County Apr. 7 1806 to Mar. 11 1808
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HOLLAND LAND COMPANY MORRTIS L% PHELPS AND GORHAM PURCHASE
RESERVE (Pulteney Estate)
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Tracts and Townships of Allegany County
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3¢ it enacted by the people of the state of New York represented
in Senate and Assembly, that all parts of the county of Genesee,
beginning at the southeast corner and running thence northerly

42 miles along the western boundary of Steuben and Ontario counties,
thence westerly 38 miles along the dividing lines of townships
number 7 and 8 to the northwest cornmer of township 7 in the 5th
range of the Holland Company's land, thence southerly 42 miles
along the western boundary of the 7th, 6th, 5th, 4th, 3rd, 2nd,
2nd 1st townships of the 5th range of the Holland Land Company's
1and to the Pennsylvania line, thence easterly 38 miles along the
Pennsylvania line to the place of beginning, shall be, and hereby
s erected into a separate county, and shall be called and known
by the name of ALLEGANY. April 7 1806
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Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York represented
in Senate and Assembly, that all parts of the county of Genesee,
beginning at the southeast corner and running thence northerly

42 miles along the western boundary of Steuben and Ontario counties,
thence westerly 38 miles along the dividing lines of townships
number 7 and 8 to the northwest corner of township 7 in the 5th
range of the Holland Company's land, thence southerly 42 miles
along the western boundary of the 7th, 6th, 5th, 4th: 3yd, 2nd;
and lst townships of the 5th range of the Holland Land Company's
land to the Pennsylvania line, thence easterly 38 miles along the
Pennsylvania line to the place of beginning, shall be, and hereby
is erected into a separate county, and shall be called and known

by the name of ALLEGANY. April ¥ 1806




New York

The Boundaries of Allegany County. New York e
(related to present town lines)

Transit Line
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Steuben County

et LT

Pennsylvania

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York represenmces
in Senate and Assembly, that all that part of the county of
Allegany west of the meridian line between the 2nd and 3rd r=:
of townships of the Holland Land Company's land be annexed ==
county of Genesece. March 11 1808

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York represcmtes
in Senate and Assembly, that all that part of the county of
Steuben lying west of the division line between the 6th and 7=
ranges of towns be anmexed to the county of Allegany.

March 11 1808
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The Boundaries of Allegany County, New York
| . (r%iated to present town lines)
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Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York represented
in Senate and Assembly, that the town of Eagle, the town of
Pike, and the town of Genesee Falls be annexed to the county

of Wyoming. April 1 1846
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Lbe Boundaries of Allegany County, New York

(related to present town lines)

Q
o
o
—
o
-
W
£
o
|
&
|
|
—— - -—l-l
S ST : ] ; - ; GEMesS
E"‘F‘/if/PEE £RM,KEEFA
1 ' $ !
1 o i : (i
il S T
'
‘
t]
P

BIRDS ALL{

|
!

-1'
-
<
=
2
2

R e te

witLL e

¢ [HOE PEMp-

encE 4

—42°N.Latitude

Be it enacted by the people of the state of New York represented
in Senate and Assembly, that the town of Ossian be annexed to
the county of Livingston.

MaEchi 23 1 857
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A REMARKABLE ILLUSTRATION

For the use of the illustration on the second
page, we are indebted to Goodspeed’'s Book Shop, in
Boston, which specializes in rare Americana and has
a fine collection of old books and documents concern-
ing the wvery early history of this continent,

This picture is an exact reproduction of the fron-
tispiece of Sagard’s Grand Voyage, being an account
of his visit to the Hurons in New France, or Canada,
as a missionary from the Recollects of St. Francis in
Paris. It is in the story of this wvisit and a trip far-
ther south that Father Sagard makes menticon of the
oil used by the Indians which beyond guestion came
from the 0il Spring where the monument is to be un-
veiled on July 22 next.

The book itself is a rare one, only a few copies
being known to exist at the present day, which is not
to be wondered at, geeing it was printed almost 300
Years ago.

The picture is interesting as an example of the
art of engraving of that early day, which was all done.
on wood. The book was printed in Paris, and prob-
ably the artist had never seen an Indian, so that he
was compelled to rely on description for details of
the figures which appear at the top of the picture.




