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Angelica’s Women Voters in the 1893 Election 

This is a story of Angelica’s women voters and their involvement in the 1893 local election. In 

1893, 137 women in the town of Angelica registered to participate in the 1893 election for School 

Commissioner of Allegany County’s Northern District. Looking at this election provides some insight into 

the history of women’s suffrage in New York state and its effects on local politics.1  

The 1893 election took place in a time before women had not fully gained the right to vote in 

New York state and there was only partial suffrage for women. The women’s suffrage movement had 

been present in New York State since the 1840s: with New Yorkers petitioning the state government in 

favor of Women’s suffrage as early as 1846, the Seneca Falls Convention taking place in 1848, and the 

state having been home to prominent early women’s suffrage activists, such Susan B. Anthony and 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Over the following decades, women’s suffrage activists worked to convince 

state legislators to expand voting rights to women. In 1880, New York state passed a law to allow 

women to vote in school elections. The law granted women partial suffrage by allowing them to register 

and vote for elected public school officials, but did not allow them to for any other type of elections.2 

This partial suffrage was reinforced with the passage of an 1892 law, which stated that women could in 

elections for School Commissioners.3  

In the early 1890s, the state’s school system was organized into a series of districts, with an 

elected School Commissioner overseeing the operations of the various public schools within the district 

and reporting to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. Most counties had two or more county 

school districts and various cities had their own city-level districts.4 Allegany County had two districts. 

The 1st district, also known as the Northern District, consisted of the towns of Allen, Almond, Angelica, 
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Belfast, Birdsall, Burns, Caneadea, Centerville, Granger, Grove, Hume, New Hudson, Rushford, and West 

Almond. The 2nd District, also known as the Southern District, consisted of the towns of Alfred, Alma, 

Amity, Andover, Bolivar, Clarksville, Cuba, Friendship, Genesee, Independence, Scio, Ward, Wellsville, 

Willing, and Wirt.5  

In the leadup to the 1893 election, 137 women had registered to vote in the town of Angelica. 

They made up 22.6% of Angelica voters registered to vote in the school commissioners’ election.6 

Throughout Allegany County, women were reported to be registering in fairly high numbers. Writers in 

the Allegany County Republican and the Buffalo Commercial took note of this and stated that women 

voters would likely play a significant role in deciding the results of the district’s school commissioner’s 

election.7  

The women voting in the 1893 election had to choose between three candidates to replace 

outgoing north district School Commissioner D.D. Dickson.8 The Republican Party had nominated Frank 

H. Bluestone. Bluestone was a teacher from Canaseraga, who the Allegany County Republican described 

as a bright, temperate, honest, well-educated, and practical teacher.9 The Prohibition Party nominated 

Julia E. (Tarbell) Merrill. Merrill was a teacher from Rushford, who was also a temperance activist and 

active member of the WCTU (Women’s Christian Temperance Union.10 The Democratic Party nominated 
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Mary E. Crowley. Crowley was a veteran teacher from Hume, who would later go on to help found the 

Wide Awake Club Library in Fillmore, in 1903.11  

Each of the parties and their respective candidates sought to appeal to women voters, in the 

belief that women voters were crucial to deciding the district’s School Commissioner election. While the 

Republican Party had a strong general advantage in Allegany County in the 1893 elections, the presence 

of women voters in the School Commissioner election provided an additional area of competition, and 

women voting heavily for one candidate could conceivably decide the election.12 Merrill attracted 

support from members of the Allegany County WCTU and sought to harness the power of pro-

temperance women to increase her chance of winning.13 The Democratic Party had hoped that women 

voters might be more inclined to vote for a woman candidate and thus improve Crowley’s odds at 

winning.14 Bluestone and the county’s Republican Party recognized the challenge they faced and sought 

to appeal to women voters, in the hope that enough women would vote Republican to ensure that they 

would win.15  

Frank H. Bluestone managed to win the election and would go on to serve his first term as 

School Commissioner for Allegany County’s Northern District. Bluestone had reportedly managed to win 

over a significant share of women voters in the district.16 Due to limitations of available sources, it is 

uncertain exactly how many of the women who registered to vote in Angelica ended up voting, how 

many of them voted for each candidate, and what share of the overall women vote each candidate 

ended up getting.17 Though, it can be seen that the women who registered to vote in Angelica and in the 
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rest of the district were regarded as an important part of the election, and that those who voted played 

a part in deciding the overall results of the 1893 School Commissioner for Allegany County’s Northern 

District.18 

 

List of Angelica Women That Registered to Vote in the 1893 Election: 

Lizzie L. Abbey, Capitola Averill, Harriet E. Barnetson, Matilda Bates, Maria Bell, Nellie Benson, 

Electa Bentley, Olevat Bentley, Rhoda Bentley, Carrie Blauvelt, Hester Blauvelt, Hattie L. Blickwede, 

Maynette Bliss, Margaret M. Brockett, Alice Buehring, Dorothea Buehring, Harriet E. Bullock, Gardeen 

Burdick, Rebecca Burdick, Lottie Burr, Mary M. Burr, Flora M. Button, Lena Button, Emma Chamberlain, 

Caroline Charles, Mary A. Charles, Lucy Clapp, Rhoda Clapp, Frances Clark, Melina Closser, Anna 

Common, Clara W. Crandall, Emma Crowfoot, Sarah Davis, Ada P. Dean, Jane Dean, Genevive Decker, 

Jeannie Dening, Jane Doty, Mary Doud, DeFrancie Dudley, Electa Dye, Cora Eldridge, Mattie J. Engle, 

Emma Evans, Jane A. Farnum, Anna Fich, Nancy Franklin, Lydia Freeborn, Elizabeth Gibson, Etta Gibson, 

Ellen Graham, Julia Graham, Mary Graham, Amelia Green, Caroline Green, Laura A. Green, Sarah A. 

Green, Sarah T. Gregory, Agnes Grunder, Eilen A. Haight, Sarah A. Haight, Phoebe Hendrick, Alice 

Holleran, Maggie J. Holleran, Augusta Hooker, Nellie M. Hooker, Polly Hooker, Nellie Hull, Ellen M. 

Isaman, Mary E. Isaman, Amy Jennings, Jane Jennings, Elizabeth Latham, Renia Lilly, Emma Lontz, Bertha 

Lowell, Harriet Lowell, Elizabeth S. Lytle, Lizzie J. Lytle, Electa Mapes, Cora A. McGibeny, Mary A. 

McGibeny, Mary E. McGibeny, Anna McEntee, Delilah Miles, Mary E. Milliman, Mary Moot, Harriet 

Morton, Emma Nichols, Anna M. Norris, Cora E. Norton, Della Oakes, Harriet Osgood, Rowena C. 

Osgood, Lottie Osgood, Polly A. Palmer, May Phippeau, Ethelda Post, Mary Post, Frances Renwick, Julia 

S. Richardson, Clara Robbins, Ella M. Rumpff, Anna Ryan, Jennie Sanborn, Sarah Scott, Mary Shattuck, 

Mae Scheanck, Clara A.H.H. Smith, Imogene Smith, Julia I, Smith, Mary E. Smith, Sarah Smith, Nellie 

Starkeather, Ada Thornton, Adah Travis, Sarah W. Turner, Elizabeth Vandeventer, Alta Wakefield, Esther 

Weaver, Nellie Weaver, Amelia Wafler, Fannie Walker, Janette Walker, Phoebe Walker, Louisa Warner, 

Ellen Way, Lucy A. Way, Elizabeth I. Weir, Almina C. White, Mary E. White, Hattie I. Willis, Julia Willis, 

Margaret L. Winchip, Maggie Worden.19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
18 “Women Registered”, Allegany County Republican; “The Vote in the County”, Allegany County Republican; “Situation in Allegany Excellent for 
Republicans”, Buffalo Morning Express and Illustrated Buffalo Express 
19 “Women Registered”, Allegany County Republican 
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