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In the Morris Reserve original survey and division
all toWnships were six miles square, each township
divided into 36 sections (lots), each containing
640 acres. For Range 2 of the Morris Reserve this
ivision was changed to 64 sections for each tovm-

360 acres in each section. See U.S. Army
eers Manual TM 5-232 pages 14O to

el B 1J.l'




In 1785 the Continental Congress passed a 1land ordinance for the
Northwest Territory, an area which later became the states of Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. The ordinance laid out the
method to be followed in the division and subdivision of land after title
had been obtained from the native Indians. Two cardinal lines were to be
used. The first was an east-west parallel of north latitude; the other
a north-south meridian., By means of these lines the land was to be divided
into townships, each six miles square. Each township was to be subdivided
into thirty six sections, each section containing 640 acres of land.
Robert Morris and other land speculators in western New York adopted
this system. On the page opposite, the base line is the 42nd parallel
of north latitude, i.e. the New York-Pennsylvania boundary. The meridian
is the eastern transit meridian line of the Holland Land Cowmpany. COn the
map Township 1, Range 2, Morris Reserve is the present town of Alma.
Since April 15 1833 the area within Township %, Range 2, Morris Reserve
has been that of the town of Angelica. The southern part of the Morris
Reserve had been divided into townships and each township subdivided into
sections by 1800. The township and section corner markers are remarked
in the earliest survey notes of John B. Church's surveyor, Major Moses
VanCampen, starting November 16 1802. In the middle of each township, the
four central sections were numbered 15, 16, 21, 22. At present the four
central sections (great lots) are numbered 28, 29, 36, 37 because of the
resurvey 1810-1811 by VanCampen at the behest of Philip Church. This
$his survey subdivided each townshipr into 64 sections, each containing
360 acres. On the map the ares of the Church Tract is highlighted in
yellow. Title to this 100,000 acres passed to John Barker Church from
Thomas L. Ogden April 28 1801 as recorded by Peter B. Porter in Ontario

County Liber of Deeds 9 at page 2LT.




daa 1g L

i

g

4}-.&

B A4}

Vi5abed =55

¢
e
th

The Church Tract
100,000 ecres
Morris Reserve

Range 2

Tovnship 2 Sections T thru 36
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The sixmile square townships
and the milesquare sections
were laid down by Adam Hoops
for Robert Morris after 1797
and before 1801 when John
Barker Church got title,

In the advertisement of the
Cchurch lands "A Town called
Angelica" means township L
range 2 Morris Reserve. The
ngour lots in the middle of it"
are sections 15, 16, 21 and

o2 of township L4 range 2.
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The 100,000 acre Church Tract
The 261,120 acre Town of Angelica TFeb.

The 967,680 acre County of Allegany Apr.

April 28

——— g

25 1805 outlined in yellow

7 1806 outlined in yellow

The Church Tract was U480.chains X 2,083.33 chains
The Town of Angelica was 12 miles X 34 miles
The County of Allegany was 36 miles X L2 miles
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Below, highlighted on this 1829 map of the Village of Angelica, is the original
village plat as planned in 1802 after moving its center north to get away from

the bifurcated creek, tilting its north-south centerline 21° to the east to make

the west part of the east-west centerline run directly to the sawmill ip Joncy
gorge, and tilting White Street extension (Dansville Road) another 22° to the east
to avoid the acclivity of the hill north of the square (Park Circle). The plat was
an octamerous square, 62 chains on each side. The line of 62 chain south side
(present Elizebeth Street) and 50 chains of its 62 chain east side were used as
southern and eastern corporate limits May 2 1835. The plat was never completely
filled in as anticipated. Its west line was straddled, and therefore obliterated,

by Mullender's Lot 58. Its east line was swallowed in Bertram P. Cruger's 28.54
acre lot. The northeast Triangular Line was completely ignored, as was most of the
northwest Triangular Line. By 1829, with Evert VanWickle gone, most Angelicans would
be unaware that a village plat on paper ever existed if in fact it did. The metes
and bounds of the first surveys and articles (land contracts) indiecate that it did .

'._’x.",'.- -

‘ '“{?If e EE Ao i -vjf %‘Jﬂ”;‘ <2l -4;? A e -:-’Jb-’x?/ nl

ks & U il L
| f.’é}s M'ﬁ

= /;ﬂ'. T az,(ﬁ(.l(_v‘h’-—v’ i Jﬂ-{.ﬁn a—’:‘f;—,) 3'.'_7{";"‘“';-.{.;1/
> T
? 4?5;? - .

1 :

2
Aol

L i §

|
PELASIR

4

TN A L oL of




On this Allegany County map of 1829 the Church Tract is highlighted in yellow.
In 1810-1811 Philip Church had Moses VanCampen survey the tract to replace the
36 milesquare sections of each township with sections each three quarter of a
of a mile square, bl sections per township. Birdsall, not in the Church Tract,
still retains the 60 acre milesguare sections: Today for tax purposes the
s sectipbns -of either ‘size are called great Jots..By 1811 in. "A.Tawn called Angelica”
. "laid eut’ Besr the centre  of the. Tract' the i o) 152 the-middle of T " had :
1 pecoug reat dots 28,29, 30,410 31, Cagh, fhyes uhprbers (o s mLlé sauaresThe -
1" putside boundaries oF these Ilots did not become Lhe corporate limits inm 1835, /
~——3as_ the ma? seems to show . : : St -
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Corpor~te Limits of Village of Angelics
May 2 1835

Beginning at a point in the centre of East Main Street, which point is
31.00 chains east st = course S69° of the survey center of Evert VanWickle's

1802 village plet thence
North st s course E21° on eastern boundary of the village plet 19.20 cheins,

West " (] " N69° 99 .00 1t
Segoth & M " W 6° 50,82
Bagty, N O © S69° on southern boundary of village plat Al e A St

1"

North ¢ " % E21° on eastern boundary of village plat 31.30

&y to place of beginning.
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Village of Angelica
Corporate Limits
1911

August 14

and twenty links east of the southeast corner of Until the Day Dawn

Beginning at a point on the north side of the highway three cheins
Cemetery, running thence

L] N85o

North at a course E 5°
Mnon

West

" n

n

South

East

W 5°
s8s°

"non

to the place

ontaining 1,370.72 acres
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